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$ reuerend Father) that the corruption 
of out age is become cuen lamenta- 
ble, and the enormities vvhich novve 
doe teigne, verye great and grieuous. 
For pietie nowe prevaileth with fevy, 
but ſinne ſeduceth many, & the moſt part ſlepe in ſenſe» 
leſſe ſecuritie. Vertue and godlineſſe are almoſte quite 
exiled, vice and vvickednes — vvholy embraced:m& 
for the molt part are become not godly but godles, not 
vertuous but vicious, proſeſſinge one thing in vyordes 
performing another in works : as ſwift as the ſwallow to 
runne vnto vanitie,as ſlow as the yyorme to folow ver- 
tue and pietie. If any proofe be lought hereot,we neede 
goe no further then to dayly experience and vſuall ex- 
amples : For to confes that there be ſome in dede which 
ſerue the Lord with vnſeyned fear & dutiful obedience, 
yet yvithout all dout the greateſt part do liue very leud- 
ly, und are too too ſlacke and temiſſe in matters of theyr 
laluation. In ſteede of humilitie many nowe a dayes vie 
hautines, in ſtcede of prayer prating in ſteede of faſting 
feaſting, in ſteede of almes auarice, in ſteede of ſetting 
forth Gods glory with their tongue which was made & 
giuen the elpecially to chat cnd,bemble — 
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oſhis holy name by moſt wicked and vnlavvfull othes, 

in ſteede of chaſtitye adulteric , vvluch is nowe coun- 
ted almoſt no finne,in ſteede of plain dealing deepe diſ- 
ſembling,in ſteede of hearty good will hatred & malice, 
ſo that there is almoſt no 225 friendſhippe or loy all 
loue left amongſt vs. But I cannot ſtand to rehc arſe alſo 
greate is the corruption and ſo manytolde are the vices 
yvhich at this day doe teigne: yea manye are ſo farre frò 
leading a liſe vyhich beſecmeth Chriſtians, that in vet- 

tuous behaui our and Luing they arc farre infetiour to 

many of the heathen, as in ſanctitie to Soctates, in ab- 

ſtinence to Ariſtides, in integrity to Phocion &c: That 

I may omit many other which vvere vvith ſundrye ven- 

tues very plentifully cnducd , vvho not ithſtandinge 
had _ the liglite of nature and rule of reaſon to di- 
recte them. 

If then this a ge of ours be ſuch, that all kind of vice ſo 
mightely —, vertuc and godlines being litle or 
nothing regarded, which as I ſayd by daily experience & 
vſual examples before our eyes is plainly proued, ſo that 
the vertuous actions of many of the —xf an may be to 
a greate number in theſe our dayes as it were lanterns of 
light, & patterns and examples to imitate and folow : If 
Thy the caſe be thus (as vndoubtedly it is) how requiſite 
are ſuch remedies as may reduce men from ſuch levyde 
luing to the doing of their duetie ? 

By conſideration of the premiſſes (righte teuerend fa- 
ther) I vvas moued to employe ſome time to engliſhe 


this ucatiſe, dunking that it vvill bee yerye profita > in 
cle 
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theſe our dayes,wherin fin ſo aboundeth, ſoraſmuch as 


in the ſame is ſet forththe folly of men in prolonginge 
the amendmẽt of their ſuifull life, as alſo the chieſe cau- 
ſes which moue thera ſo to doe, with ſingular and ſoue- 
reigne remedies againſte the ſame: whereupon I haue 
entituled it (and that not amiſſe as I chinke) a GV 
vVNTO GODLINES, ſor that it reclaimeth men from 
ſinne, vvithdrayveth them from vice, and thevveth vnta 
them the right and plaine path to pietie & vertue. Now 
v that ij better for men the to follovy ſuch a guide?what 
more prohtable then to vyalke in ſuch a path lich ſhal 
plainly appeare, iſ we conſider from vyhence they le ade 
and vvluther they direct, namcly from vice to vertue,f:6 
ſinne to godlines, from the ſeruitude of Satan to the li- 
berty of Chriſt, from the ſnares of the deuill to the fa- 
therly fauour of our moſt gracious God, 

As concerning vice or ſinne from whence this Guide 
leadeth vs,it is vndoubtedly a thing foule and filthy, as 
by teſtimonies of the Scripture may be plainly proued, 
Dauid ſayth: V Vath me n ſrom mine iniquitie, 
clenſe me ſrõ my ſinne, purge me tro my wickednes &c. 
Now vvhat do vve vie to waſh? what to clenſe & purge 
but that which is vncleã & defiled with filthines ? More- 
ouer to omit how almoſt cuery ſinne is puniſhed ſome 
vvay or other euen in this life, hovy great a diſcommo- 
ditie is it that this vice or ſinne bringeth vnto vs , in 
that it moueth the Lorde to vvithhold his benefits and 
bleſſings from vs? Moſt ſeruent is the loue of the Lorde 
God,yet the vyaters of wickednes are able to quench it: 
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excecding great is his liberalitie and bountie, inſinite is 
his clemencie and mercye, yer ſinne is able to cloſe his 
hand, and to cauſe him to detein his bencſites ſrom vs, 
ſinne is able to make him of a gracious giuer a vvrath- 
ſull reuenger, of a fauourable father a ſharpe and ſeuere 
iudge: the like may be ſayd of the reſt of Gods benefits. 
Finally the end of ſinne is eternall torments and perpe- 
tuall paynes. Many thinges mighte be ſpoken pertinent 
to this purpoſe, ſome I onely briefly touch,manye moe 
I willingly omit, thinking theſe ſufficient. 

VVhereas this Guide directeth vs to vertue & god- 
lines, it is a thing aſſuredly of a very great impottaunce. 
For that vvhercuntoit guideth Vs, farre excecdeth all 
vvotldlye vvelth, all terrenc treaſutes. Noblenes of 
birth is a thing much eſteemed, yet is it teceiued of our 
forefathers by ſucceſſion: Riches are much regarded & 
had in great price, yet are they ſubiect ynto manye ca- 
ſualties: Beauty is a thing much loued and liked, yet is it 
alſo very traile and ſading: Helth of the body is muche 
to be yviihedyet is it divers and ſundry wayes mutable; 
ſtrength of the body is of many much made of, yet is i 
by ſicknes abated, by age adminiſhed & vvaſted. How- 
beit vertue or godlines commeth not by ſucceſſion, but 
frõ the ſpeciall grace of God, the fountaine of all good- 
nes: Vertue is not ſubiect to vvotldly changes & chan- 
ces, it is not by aduerſity altered, by torments abated, by 
enemies taken avvaye, neither by anye other worldlye 

meanes fayleth, vnleſſe man through bis owne defaulte, 
be the cauſe thereaſ. It rein aineth as vvell with the ſick 
as 
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as the vyhole,vvith the old as the young. Finally as they 


that folloy v vice and perſcuer in finne,are the ſeruaunts 
of ſinne & ſlaues of Satan: ſo they that embrace and ex- 
erciſe true vertue and godlines, are not bonde but free, 
not ſeruants but ſonnes,cuen the ſonnes of God, and 
heyres annexed vvith Chriſt. For true godlines doth vn- 
doubtedly proceede from a ſincete faith, as the truite frõ 
the tree, the eſſect from the cauſe. Nowe in vvhome ſo- 
euer ſuch a faith is, they are free fromthe curſe of the 
lawe , from the tyranny of Satan, from the daunger of 
death, rom the horror of hell: they haue God to theyr 
father , Chriſte to their brother, they (hall inherite the 
kingdom of heauen as the word of God vvitneſſeth. 
Foraſmuch the as the Guide vvhich vve haue ſpoke of, 
doth leade fro thatvvhich is foule & filthy, vvhich kinde 
of things vve are vvont comonly to deteſt and loth, ſrõ 
that vvhich excludeth vs from the fruition of Gods be- 
nefites, from that vvhich hach ſo bitter and gricuous an 
end, euen eternall death and deſtruttion, and not onely 
thys , but allo directeth vs tothat vvhich is ſo precious 
and profitable , whiche proceedeth from the grage of 
God the ſountaine of all goodnes,which is not ſubiecte 
to world y mucations,vvhich is an vndoubted fruit of a 
true faith, and therefore they that bee endued therewith 
are the ſonnes of God and heyres of eternall bleſſednes: 
Foraſmuch I ſay as this Guide doth thus leade & direct, 
who oughte not to be moſte willing to follow the fame 
to their no {mall commoditie and profit? 
Thus have I (right reuerend father) bin brieſe & ſhort 
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in a matter wherin I might haue bin larg & long. Hows 
beit I thinke thoſe things which I haue entreated of ſuf= 
ficient to cauſe the Chriſtian reader the better to loue & 
like, the more vvillinglyc to reade and peruſe thus preſent 
treatiſe, and alſo to embolden me to preſume to publiſh 

\ the ſame vnder the protection of your reuerend name, 
foraſmuch as by the premiſſes is proued that it contey- 
neth matter very good and godly, and therefore is agre- 
ing to your Chnſtian conuerſation, not for any inſtruc- 
tion vyhere right graue and greate learning aboundeth, 
bur onely for welk liking 4 Lk good vvill is not vvan- 
tinz,which I earneſtly deſire and heartelye with, being 
berle or nothing doubtfull thereof, And nowe to con- 
lude,the Lord God graunt for his Chriſtes ſake, :hat at= 

ter yee haue runne the race of this mortall lite, 
ye maye reape the fruite of an vnfeyned 
faith euen the ſaluation both 
of body and ſoule. 
Amen. 


Fer 
2 Your Lord ſbips to commaund and yſe 
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mol} worthy to be folowed of all 
true Chriftians. 


Ne F they that wil be coũted Chyls 
- = | ſtians, did lo much dzeade and 
W millike the thing it ſelk, as they 
doe at thys day deteſt the name 
= and pzoſeſlicn of Epicureis o 
— they would no le lle ſurcly refraine 0 
themlelues from all euill doing, and embzace, .. 
vertue and godlines, then they doe now wih 
an obſtinate mind follow vice and naughtines, 
and liue lewdlp and vngodlilp: neither woulde 
they any leſſe keepe the commaundements of 
Almighty God, then they are now voyde ol all 
feare oł his diuine maieſty. But truly all of vs 
almoſt doe beare a mind not ſo much alienate 
and eſtraunged from the thing it ſclfe, whiche 
our life, deedes and conditions doe witnes, as | 
we doe dzead the diſdayne of the wozde,and Vts Ky 
terly miſlike the bare name of the thinge, Fog | 
what? Either can they beleene the immoztall⸗ 
ty of the ſoule, who liue almol like beaſfes: 03 | 
| 
| 


can they be perſwaded that there are rewardeg | 
4.1, preparey ' 
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pꝛepared in heauen foz the godlye, and puniſh- 
ments appoputed in hell foꝛ the wicked, who 


almoſte in nothing ſticke to bꝛeake the com-. 


maundements of God, and runne hedlong vn- 
to al vice, either as though they verely thought 
that God is a thing vayne and fapned , 02 did 
beleeue that the ſoule is extinct and doth periſh 
with the body? Now to conkeſſe that there are 
ſome, which both feare God, and doe nothinge 
doubte that hee will in time to come either pus 
niſh oz reward euery one as he hath deſerued,of 
which ſoꝛt ſurely ther are very few: what one is 
there among a great number, whom the fear of 
Gods iuſtice doth either renoke from fine, k 
euill doing , 02 induce to amend and refozme 
his life? Wherein thou mayſt wozthelye la⸗ 
ment and bewayle the caſe of vs all, mar- 
uell at our folly, blindnes and madncſſe, who in 
ſuch ſhoꝛtnes and vncertaintie of this like doe 
ſo behaue our ſclues, that being nowe become 
euen verye olde, when as our vying day is not 
farre of, wee doe not ſo muche as thinke of 
amendinge our manners, much leſſe goe we a- 
bout to doe the ſame, being yet younge and in 


our flouriſhing peercg. J oftentimes entring in 
to 
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to conſideration ofthis folly,+(as it were) do 
tage of men in deferring che. amendment of 
their ſinful life, dor thinke it good to ſearch out 
the cauſes why info waighty a matter ( wheron 
dependes ſaluation) wee behaue our ſelues (a 
flacklpe and llothfullye. Foz theſe being once 
found out, and made manifeſt, it will not be al⸗ 
ter ward hard (as J thinke) to ind ſume reme · 
dy to cure this eutll, | 


Of the firſt cauſe yvby men differre 
the amendment of 
their liſe. 


F Irſt therefoze the chiefe ꝑ pꝛincipall cauſe 
hereof I thinke to be our incredulitie. Fox 

if we did belteue choſe thinges which are cons 
teined inp holy ſcriptures, ol the iudgement to 
come, of the vopce of the Archangell, and the 
trumpe of God, of the iudgement ſeate ofthe 
Loꝛd befoze which we muſte all appeare, alſa 
thoſe thinges that are mentioned of the puniſh» 
ments in time to come ofthe wicked, ok the life 
and immoztall felicitie of the godly , ol the res 
ſurrection of the bodyes to gether wich the 
A. 2. ſoules 
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ſoules either vnto aſſured glozye oz certaine 
paine: It I ſape wee did beleeue theſe thinges 
not to be a vapne oꝛ fond fable, we would ſure⸗ 
iy endeuour to liue farre otherwiſe , _neither 
woulde wee ſo daily differ and pꝛolong the a- 
mendment of our life. Fo2 wholiuing wickedly 
is not eyther ſtriken wich hozroz in his whole 
bodye, 02 dooth not altogither tremble in his 
minde and hearte as often as he remembꝛeth 
the laſt iudgement ? In which men mult giue 
an accounte befoze the tribunall ſeate of God 
of all their thoughtes, purpoſes,ſapinges and 
deedes, and euery one muſt fo2 himſelfe pleade 
the cauſe of his lyfe. O iudgement woꝛthelye 
deadfull to the wicked, the memoꝛy whereof 
aughte neuer to llippe out of our minde. Foz if 
the righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaurd (as ſayeth 
the Apoſtle ) where ſhall the vngodly & ſinner 
appeare? The ſonne of God himlelfe ſhall ſitte 
the iudge of all men whiche haue bin from the 
creation of the woꝛld, being then ſeuere, ſharpe 
and inexoꝛable, who is now an aduocatt wyth 
the father fo2 them that be guiltie , All ſhall be 
called to the examination of the lite which they 


haue led, the ſecretes of all heartes ſhall be o⸗ 
pened: 


| Vnto Godlines . $ 
pened : euerye mannes conſcience (hal accuſe 
repꝛoue and conuince him. In fine God wyll 
with iuſte ſeueritie and rigour puniſh the wic⸗ 
ked, and graciouſly and mercifullpe ſaue þ gods 
Ip, that is, he will reward tuery man accozding 
to his woꝛks, as the Apoſtle Paule ſayth. 
Neither ſhall euill deedes onely be iudged 
here, as adulterie,foznication, inceſt, ſozcerpe, 
murder, ſclaundering, theft, extoztion, ſacri⸗ 
ledge, ſurfetting, riot, dzonkennes, vſurie, and 
ſuch like ſinnes:neither onely all idle, rayling 
vaine, foule, ilch, light, fond, fooliſhe,raſh, vn- 
modeſt, pꝛeſumptuous woꝛdes „ and all other 
whereby godly eares are iuſtlye offended: but 
alſo the ſecrete wills of me, vngodly wiſhes & 
thoughtes, wicked affections and ſuch as diſa⸗ 
gree with the lawe of God, as math, hatred, 
contentiõ, emmitie, ſpite, enupe, euel will, pʒide, 
couetouſnes , deſire of that which is an other 
mans and not our owne,and other of like (o2t, 
Who is there then that verelye beleuech that 
the laſt iu dgement ſhall come, whom the remẽ· 
bzaunce thereof doch not reclaime from linning 
and retaine in his dutie, being otherwiſe readp, 
and pꝛone to offende.Well ſapd one of the aun 
A.3, cients: 
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cients:Whether J eate (ſayth he) 02 dzinke,oz 
doe anye thinge els, me thinkes J heare that 
boyce alwapes ſound in mine cares: Ariſe pet 
dead and come vnto iudgement. As often as A 
dchinke vpon the day of Judgement, J tremble 
for feare in my whole heart and body #c. 

Iftherefoze the fleſhe ſtirrech vp anye man to 
luſt and filthy pleaſures,if to gluttony and ſur- 
feiting,ifto other vices and naughtin es, lette 
him remember the dap of the laſt iudgemente. 
If pꝛoſperitie ( as it often commeth to paſſe) 
doth puffe vp any, if riches do make any p2oud 
and inſolent,if honour, dignitie, rule doe cauſe 
anye to bee ouer ſtoute and pꝛeſumptuous, lec 
ſuch ſtraight call to mind the iudgement leate 
of God, It math ſtirre vp aupe to take re- 
uenge,ifenupe and malice poſſeſſe anye mans 
minde, if auarice moue thee to fraude 02 exto · 
tion, ik che wozld allure any to ambition, pꝛide, 
riot, if che deuill pꝛouoke anpe to blaſpheme 
God, and to other ſinnes and wicked dedes, let 
him thinke vpon the voyce of the Archangell, 
let him beleeue that he ſhall plead his cauſe be · 
fore the iudgement ſeat ol God, let him earneſt⸗ 


Iy dzead the ſentence ofthe iudge that — 
| net 
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neth the wicked to eternall fire, 

J would to God, J would to God I ſay this 
day of iudgemente did neuer ſlippe out of che 
mindes ok men, then would we all endenour to 
doe our duety. Pꝛinces would pꝛocure the pꝛo⸗ 
ſperitie and ſe to the ſafetie of the people, which 
God hath committed vnto them, they woulve 
defende and pꝛeſerue their libertie,they would 
eſtabliſhe and maintaine good and wholeſome 
lawes in their common wealth. Againe the 
people would ſhewe themſelues obedient and 
loyall to their pꝛinces, they woulde not grudge 
at their rule and aucthoꝛitie, che y would not re⸗ 
fulc to pay tribute & cuſtome, they woulde giue 
bnto them due feare and honour. Euere man 
would loue his wpfe as himſelſe. Niues would 
reverence their huſ bandes, and be lub iect vnto 
them as vnto their head. Parents would bꝛing 
vp their childzen in the diſcipline and nurture 
of the Loꝛd, as the Apoſtle Paule teacheth. 
Childzen on the otherſive would ob ey their pas 
rents in the Love, and giue vnto them due res 
uerence and honour, Seruaunts woulde obepe 
them that are their maiſters accozding to the 
fleſhe,with feare and trembling and wee 
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ol their hearts as vnto Chyilte, as the Apole 
Paul admoniſheth. Paſters would deale moze 
gently & curteouſlp with their ſeruants,know- 
ing that they themlelues alſo haue a maiſter in 
heauen. Paſtoꝛs would haue that care of che 
Loꝛdes flocke which they oughte. Rich men 
would relieue the penurie of che pooze w their 
ſubſkannce,CUidowes would giue themſelues 
day and night vnto pꝛaper. ooe men woulde 
ſuffer their pouertie patientlye, ſeeing it plea- 
ſeth the Loꝛde they ſhall liue in that late. He 
that hath a wife would be as thoughe he hadde 
none. Me þ is ſingle woulde haue care of thoſe 
thinges chat pertaine to the Lozde , Chat 
ſhoulde J make manye wozdes ? Euerpe one 
would doe his duety from his heart, if that day 
ofthe laſt judgemente did neuer departe out of 
our mindes,when as God wil require of vs an 
account ofour whole life and all our actions, 
and will reward and puniſhe euerpe one accoz- 
ding tohis deſerc, 
We ſee in the time of a great plage oz ſicknes 
wht death is daily befoze our eyes, hom careful 
all are to refoꝛme and amende their life, at the 


leaſt ſuch as doe not falſely vſurpe the name of 
Chꝛiſti⸗ 
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Chziſtians.UAhat then? Dughte we not at all 
times, at all houres,yea and almoſt euerp mo» 
ment tothinke of the amendment of our lyfe, to 
be touched with vnkained and bitter greefe of 
mind lo our ſinnes, and to paciſie gods mathe 
wich earneſt end harty repentaunce, ſeeing that 
by reaſon of the vncertaine chaunces which be 
incident vnto vs in this like death is dayly im» 
minent, & wee ought to be verely perſwaded þ 
almoſt every houre it is pꝛeſent and doth hang 
ouer our heads? Let him that is wiſe therefoze 
endetour (as I haue ſayde) ſo to leade his life, 
as men fo2 the moſt parte are wont in the time 
of ſome great plague oz ſicknelle , at whiche 
tinie they being as it were wakened oute of 
fleepe,beginne to haue ſome minde and care to 
amende their life, to auopde and deteſt ſinne,to 

loue and embꝛace vertue and godlines, byiefely 

are wont by true repitance to pacifie God beig 
iuſtli offended at their ſinnes. Let euerp one thẽ 
continue ſuch a one being nowe deliuered from 
feare of p plague, as he purpoſed with himlelfe 
to be when þ plague moſt reigned and raged. 

There is none but he doth confeſſe,that the 
boure of death is vncertaine, albeit it be moſte 
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certaine that we ſhall at one time o2 other dye: 
Now, how fooliſh a thing is it to feare death 
hanging ouer our heads euery moment, and in 
the meane ſeaſon to thinke nothinge of amen- 
ding of our life? But thus it is. In aduerſitie, as 
in the time ofa great plague, in che time of fa- 
mine, warre, earthquakes, in the time of ſome 
greeeueous and daungerous diſeaſe of the bo⸗ 
dy, we acknowledge Gods moſte iuſt wꝛath x 
indignation againſt ſinne: Fut when we haue 
the wozlde at will, x thinges are on cuery ſide 
pꝛoſperous: we ſticke not to abuſe his bountie 
and goodnes, neither doe wee then remember 
death þhangeth ouer our heades every houre, 
neither the laſt iudgemente, neither ÿ voyce of 
the Archangel, whereof Paule ſpeaketh, wni⸗ 
ting to the Theſſalonians, neither the ſounde 
of the trumpe of God, neither ok hell oz eter · 
nal puniſhment, neither the fire that ſhal neuer 
goe out, neither that darkenes where ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. The memoꝛie 
of which thinges ought neuer to depart out of 
our minde,nepther when we riſe in y moꝛning 
no2 when we goe to bed at night,whether wee 
dyne oz ſup, whether we are occupped aboute 
8 N anp 
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Vnto Godlines. 11 
any earneſt matter, o recreate our mind with 
ſome honeſt paſtime. But all theſe things ſeme 
fables to» wicked, namely the laſt iudgement, 
the tribunal ſeate of the loꝛd, p voice ol) Arch · 
angel, ð trumpe of God, the eternall paines of 
hell fire, And as the heathen did in time paſk 
thinke thoſe thinges falſe , w the Poets were 
wont to ſpeake of, concerning hel, the riuer in 
hel þ alwayes burneth, the iudges Minos and 
Nhadamanthus, the place, abode & puniſhmfe 
ol the wicked, wherupon came that ſaying of 
Seneca: The poets deluded vs (ſaith he) and 
put vs in vaine keare:ſo many count foz trifles 
and fables, vtterly contTne as vapne thzeats 
thoſe thinges which at this dap are read in the 
holy ScriptFes,ofhel,of eternal death, ok che 
fiery lake, wher ſhalbe weeping & gnaſhing of 
teeth, alſo of þ re ſurrectid ofthe ſoule & bodye 
either to euerlaſting paines oꝛ eternal glozye, 
TUAht as al theſe things wout doubt ſtrike hoz 
ro2 into thẽ þbe godly in deede,# do feare god 
aright,# as one laith, they are almoſt afraid to 
heare th? once named oꝛ ſpoken of. Thus halt 
thou the chiefe + pꝛincipall cauſe, as I thinke 


ment of our like, 


why all ofvs almoſt do ſo pꝛolong the _— 
f 
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Of the ſecond cauſe vvhy man 
difterreth to amende 
his lyſe. 


Et vs nowe come to the ſecond, whiche is 

hope of Gods pardon and fauour : a hope 
great in deede, but ſurelye falſe and altogether 
bncertaine.CUith this hope the continuall ene» 
mp of mankind the Deuil holdeth man in ſinne 
and by daply ſetting befoze him Gods lenitie 
and gentlenes, keepeth him from fearing his 
iuſtice. But as God doth ealily pardon the pe⸗ 
nitent,and fatherly foꝛgeiueth ſuch as returne 
bnto goodnes : ſo he leaueth not vupuniſhed, 


neither ſuffereth vnreuenged, ſuche as with an - 


obſtinate mind perſeuer in wickednes. In vain 
therefoze doe they hope foz pardon, who do not 
hartely repent fo their ſinnes committed. The 
deuil notwithſtanding by ſetting this hope be⸗ 
foze man, bꝛingech co paſſe that he ſinneth ſe⸗ 
curelp, and neuer hath any earneſt cogitation 
of amending his lyfe , but deſpiſeth the riches 
of Gods bountifulnes,pattencc,aud long ſuffe- 
rance , not knowing that the bountikulne ſſe of 
God leadet) him to r epentaunce, that J my 
vie 
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Vnto Godlines. 13 
vſe the wozdes of the Apoſtle Paul waiting to 
the Romans. Let man here call to minde chat 
which our ſauiour ſayth in the goſpell of Bats 
thew. Repent,(ſaith he) pour fozmer life,foz 
the kingdome of heauen is at hand. And that 
which the Loꝛd ſaich in Eſap: Which of them 
ſhall I then regarde? Eu? him that is pooze 
of a lowly troubled ſpirite, and ſtandeth in awe 
of mp woꝛds. Chyiſt ſaith mozeouer in the gol⸗ 
pel of Luke:Unleſſe ye repent, pe ſhal al likes 


wile periſh. And Peter in the Acts ſayth: Re ⸗ 


pente ye therefoze and conuert , þ pour ſinmes 
map be put away. J omit ſixe hundzed other 
places in the Scriptures which tende to the 


ſame ende, that is, which teache that none can 


hope and truſt foz pardon ok his limes, but he 
that xepenteth.Fo2 in vaine ( as J haue ſapde) 
doth he hope to haue remiſſion and foꝛgiuenes 
whole hearte is noc touched with true repens 
tance. 

Now albeit no repentaunce be to late be» 
foe God, which the example ofthe theefe men · 
tioned in the golpell doth declare, foz God de⸗ 
firech not the deſtruction of ſinners, but rather 
that they repent and live ; Who notwith — 
d 
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ding ſeeth not how daungerous a thing it is ta 


differre the amendment of our life? TUell was 
it ſapd of one, that none hath euer had God ſo 
fauourable vnto him, þ he coulde pꝛomtſe him: 
ſelfe to liue till the moꝛowe. Death oftentimes 
cõmeth vpon men vnawares, ſo þ thep haue no 
time ſo much as to thinke of repenting and a⸗ 


mendinge their life. J will not here rehearſe 


thoſe thinges whiche Plinte declarech in hys 
natural hiſtoꝛy ofſodain deathes,fazaſmuch as 
nothing almoſt is moze common & vſual even 
at this time alſo, It is not many yeeres ſince 


there were two olde men in this countty boch 


inhabitants of one and the lame citie, who the 


ſame night they dyd lye with the ſtrumpets to 


whõ they vſed to reſoꝛt, ) one loſt his life by an 
Apoplexie, the other was ſtabbed in wa dag⸗ 
ger, ſo both of them died ſodenly, w how great 
peril of their ſoules let cuerye one thinke with 
himſelke. 

A tonkeſſe it in dede to be true, þ it is cõmon 
to the godly as mel as to Þ wicked, to die ſoden⸗ 
Ip, # that þ is true alſo i the wiſeman ſaith, v 
the righteous man w what death ſo euer he be 
pꝛeuented ſhalbe in reſt; How d eadful a thing 

is 
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Vnto Godlines. 17 
is it not wb ſtanding that the impenitent perſon 
ſhould ſodenly be ouertaken w death after ſuch 
a ſoʒt? Df how many haue we heard oltktimes 
who euen when they were tipling and making 
god chere, falling vnto ſtrife bʒawling amõg 
themſelues, haue bin thꝛuſt thꝛough one ol an 
other? Df howe many, who being taken in a» 
dultery, haue by the ſwoꝛd loft their lives ? Df 
hewe many, who playing at the dice, haue bin 
{lapne of them that played with chem? That 1 


map ſap nothing of them who falling frb their 


hoꝛſe haue bꝛokt᷑ they neckes, who haue pert: 
ſhed ſodenly in the ſea by ſhipwꝛacke, finally, 
who either by falling of houſes, oꝛ by ſome o⸗ 
ther chance haue died a ſodaindeath, Although 
then ÿ God doth deſire rather the repentaunce 
then death of a ſiuner, as in deede he doth, it is 
notwithſtanding a very perilous thing by rea 
ſon of the vncertaine chaunces which be 
incident vnto vs, to differre the amendment 
of our life vppon hope ok Gods mercy, 

Thou mult repent in time, while thou dooſt 
pet line, and art in good health. But thus 
Nandech the caſe : A pounge man takethe 
bys paſtime and pleaſure, geuech himſelke 
to bays 
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to bankefting and riotous liuing, pꝛomiſeth 
himſelfe to liue manpe peeres, and therefoze 
thinkech nothing ok teſoꝛming his like, but dil⸗ 
ferreth this thing vntill olde age, whereunto 
notwichſtanding it is vncertaine whether he 
ſhall euer come, Fo2 what one among manye 
thoulandes ltueth vntill olde age? Nowe what 
doch he that is become verye olde, and is as it 
were euen at deathes doze? To mozrowe ſaith 
be it ſhall be done, and againe, it ſhall be done 
tomozrow : ſo he willingly de ceiueth # vayn- 
Ip flattereth himſelfe, ſeeing, as J haue ſapde, 
no man can pꝛomiſe himſelſe to live till the 
mozrow,no no man knowech whether he ſhall 
liue vntil che cuening. 

In þ meane ſeaſon m? ſo dayly differring # 
p!olonging p amendmtt of their life, death ol⸗ 
tentimes con:meth vppon them vnawares, as 
we may fee almoſt cuerpe day: and pet can not 
other mens harms make vs to beware, ſo doch 
the deuill alwapes dzawe vs on and allure vs 
with a vapne hope of Gods pardon, and of a 
long life. Now although it neither ought, noz 
by any meanes may be denyed, that the penitẽt 
obtaine gods grace and faucur at all times, 
neycher 
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Vnto Godlines. 17 
neither may it he ſayde that he who is nowe a- 
baut ta peeld by the Ein h very agonye 
ol deach,ſhould deſpetre of pardon: who nots 
with ſtanding is ſo vawile, chat he dath not ras 
ther deſire that which is lafe and voyde of all 
danger, then that which is ioyned with excee⸗ 
dinge greate perill ? Ulherefoze rather then 
there ſhoulde be any ſcruple o2 doubte , let vs 
thinke in time of amending our life, let vs nat 
differre it from dap to dap, eſpecially ſeeinge 
it is vncertaing whether wee (hall liue vntil to 
mozowe. As concerning the clemencie # gens 
tlenes of God, let that alwates remaine in our 
mind, which Cypꝛian ſapth in a certaine place: 
As fauour able, (ſaich he) & gracious as God 
alwayes is by the loue of a father, ſo much is 
he to be feared by the maieſty of a tudge . So 
hall it come to paſſe that the feare of Gods 
puniſhmente wil reclaime vs from ſinning, & 

hope of Gods pardon will not lull vs a ſleepe 

in ouer much ſecuritie. 

It is too much to ſap howe Pꝛieſtes in the 
papacie doe flatter themſelues wit! chis hope 
of Gods clemency, who al their life time kepe 
concubines , and vnder a pꝛetence of ſingle life 

B. company 
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' company th harlots freely without pimiſh- 


ment, neuer thinking of refozming their liſe vz 
putting their concubines away. And in the 
meane ſcaſon knowing themſelues guiltie bf 
this diſhoneſtie, vnclean and wicked life,thep 
doe notwithſtanding almoſte euerye day cele- 
bꝛate diuine ſeruice,and come to the miſticall 
and holy table, feeding vnwoꝛthely of ÿ bzeave 
of the Loꝛd, x vnwozthcly dzinking of his hos 
I» cuppe. Now how hoꝛrible a thing is it, and 
how ful of peril and danger, alwais to live in þ 
fate, in which if death come vpon thee, chere 
is no hope at all of thy ſaluation? In vaine 
therfoze do they flatter them'clues w hope of 
gods mercy who ſo kepe cocubines,+ do w an 
obſtinate mynd perſi ner in wickednes. neither 
euer go about to put away their ſtrumpets, 0} 
to amend their lite; neither do repent true e 
from their heart, neither w weeping & ſighes 
crane pardon of God foꝝ their wickednes cds 


mitted. But (will ſome mi ſay) they aſ ke pars - 


don of God oftentimes, they often beſeech his 
clemency to fozgiue them. Foz in þ end of their 
eucning p2aper they ſay almoſt dayly:Conuert 
vs O God, and turne thine anger away from 
vs. 
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Vnto Godlines. 19 
vs. Alſo in the end ol mozning pꝛayer: Thou 
O Lo2d, ſap thep, haue mercy vpon vs. Do at 
other times alſo they often pꝛap, that God wil 
baue mercy on them, that he will be fauouras 
ble vnto them e foꝛgiue them. J beare it:nei⸗ 
ther doe Jhere ſtand to decide with howe ear⸗ 
neſt attention of mind, with what z eale & ter⸗ 
ueney of ipirite, they doe that, But be it þ they 
p2ap with a nund at dent q liſted rp vuto God, 
end with a moſt ſcrioug aud cat geſt affection: 
what then? CTAhat doth this auaile if they put 
nat aw iy their concubines with intent neuer 
to rectiue them againe, and do perliſt in a ſets 
lid purpoſe and determination to liue chaſtly 
aſterward, doe alſo perlenet iu eudeuouring to 
amend their lile, and in contiuuall repentance 
fo; their wickednes committed? Now becauſe 
they doe not this, as the thinge it ſclfc plainly 
ſheweth,who can doubt, but they either beleue 
thoſe things to be a fable, w the holy ſcriptures 
tech of þ laſt iudgemtt, oꝛ c!s do too much flat 
terchiſelues w a vain and falſe hope of Gods 
pardõ? D hotible face of þ popiſh church. They 
which oughte to onerlee, guide, goucrne and 
me others, aud p as wel by c rample as wozy 
B. 2. tuen they 
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they behaue themſelues ſo , that others are 
meruelouſlp offended by them, When the lat- 
ty come to the Lozves table, with what reue« 
rence,wity what feare & trembling, with howe 
devout loue and godlines doe chey the ſame? 
Howe doe they pꝛepare themſelues to cons 
feſſe their ſinnes, and to aſke pardon of God? 
Dow doe they endeuonr to their vttermoſte , þ 
no ſcruple oz doubt remayne in their minde & 
conſcience?how certainely and firmely do they 
determine with chem ſelues to amende they? 
maners and refozme their life? Now what doe 
the Popiſh Pꝛieſtes? Theſe fozfooth (as one 
of their owne pꝛofeſſion ſayth)make haſt from 
the wicked company of their concubines to go 
to the alter, and this they doe very often vnpu⸗ 
niſhed without all ſhame. They haue no tare 
to amend their like, they thinke not of putting 
away their harlots, finally they are touched 
with no greefe in their mindes by conſidering 
their linne:and not to vſe many wooꝛdes, they 
ſeeme chꝛiſtians in name onely and woꝛd, but 
in very deede are plain heathen. 
Howe manp occaſions haue they to repente 


and turne vnto goodnes:they vilite ſuch as are 
afflicted 
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Vnto Godlines. 21 
afflicted with greeuous diſeaſes , they heart 
the confeſle their ſinnes, they cõloꝛt ch & giue 
them wholeſome erhoꝛtations, and are oftens 
times pꝛeſent with them when they peelde vp 
the ghoſte , Moꝛeouer they celebꝛate their fus 
nerals exequies, and with great ceremony 
burie them e commit their bodyes to 5 earth: 
they walking in the temple oftentimes reade 
Epitaphs and verſes grauen vpon tombes # 
ſepulchcrs:thep oftentimes heare and reade of 
the comming of the 102d, of the reſurrection at 
the laſt dap, of the voyce of the Archangell, of 
the trumpe of God xc. Do þ by thele meanes 
they map remember not onely the dead, but e⸗ 
uen death it ſelfe hanging ouer their heades e⸗ 
uery houre, they may remember alſo the laſte 
iudgement, the tribunall ſeateof the Loꝛd, and 
manp other thinges which mighte moue them 
to amend. But ſeeing by all theſe they are not 
bꝛought to repent, one of theſe two muſt nedes 
be true, eyther that they count a fable thoſe 
things which they reade in the holy ſcriptures 
of the iudgement to come, and are with the E⸗ 
ptcureans perſwaded that the ſoule is extincte 
and dooth periſhe with the body: oz els (as I 
B. 3. haue 
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— ſaid þ they flatter themſelues with a baln 
and falſe hope and truſt of Gods mercy, 

Of the third cauſe why men driue of 


to, reforme their life, 

＋ He third cauſe whp we pꝛolong p amends 
ment of our life, is the cuſtome of ſinning, 

which hath now almoſt the fozce of nature. 
Now as it is very hard fo2 euery one to ouer⸗ 
come his owne nature, ſo the fozce of cuſtome 
alſo is almoſt inuincible, which men truely ſay 
to be as it were another nature. Neither is it 
ſaid amiſſe ot one þ thoſe vices are hardlyt cut 
of which do as it were grow vp w vs. Howe 
tenderly & genilp parents bzing vp their chil⸗ 
dꝛen krõ their infancie,we al do know. From 
their tender age they are accuſtomed to de⸗ 
lights & pleaſures, They abſtaine not fr foule 
& lilthp woꝛds, and ſuche as are wicked & blal 
phemous againſt God:thep weare ſumptuous 
# g02gcous apparel:thep do al things ſkoutly, 
bolvly,# impudently, nothing modeſtly oz re⸗ 
uerentiy. They honour not thcir parents, chep 
reuerence not old folkes, they diſdaine their e- 
quales:bzieflp what ſoeuer they liſt, they think 
is lawful fo2 tit to doe. They are reclaimed 
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Vnto Godlines. 23 
with feare of God. They haus no care of reli. 
gion g pietie toward God, much leſle of vertue 
« honeſty among men. Ahat Gould I vſe ma 
ny wozdes ? Parents doe at this dap by their 
owne cxample marre # coxrupt their childzen, 
þ they can w no aucthoꝛitie cozrecte their mas 
ners. Mhereas in dede it becõmeth parentes 
neither to ſap any thing befoze their childzen 
w is vnlemelp to be ſpoke n, neither to doe any 
thinge which may ſeeme vnyoneſt to be done: 
but rather ſo honeſtly e bertuoully to lead their 
life,p childꝛen may ſet their example befoze thẽ 
to folowe, look ing into all their mancrs and 
life, into all their ſapings deedes as it were 
into a glaſſe, map learn euen from their tender 
age, wbat things are to be don, & what to be as 
uoided. Fo2 he þ by his maners ttacheth thoſe 
things which he deteſteth in his childz?, while 
be blameth e rebuketh thẽ, xe pꝛoueth his own 
faules, With what face can he find fault whis 
childꝛen when they offend who marreth them 
by his owne cxample ? With what grauitie 
can he dilalowe that in them which another 
maye repꝛehende in him wich like ſceneritie? 

Let parents cherefoze remember that it is ne⸗ 
ceſſarp fo2 them to liue vertnoully honeſtly: 


. that 
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that they muſk neceſſarily pzouide, that no ble- 
miſh oz diſhoneſty appeare in their lile, where⸗ 


by they may with greater ancthoitie coꝛrette 
the manners dk their childzen , left that choſe 
faultes which thep blame in them, be found in 


- themſclues , and their rebuking of them be to 


no purpoſe , and ſo by their owne faulte they 
make their aucthoꝛitie to be deſpiſed and light 
ly ſet by of them. Herevnto pertapneth Þ ſap» 
ing ol the Poet: 


How of a father vvilt thou beare 
the countenance, and vſe 

The libertie, vvhen thou in age 
thy ſelfe dooſt vvorſe abuſe? 


Alſo that ſaying in an other Poet of Nauli⸗ 
ſtrata repꝛouing her huſ band, who was angry 
with his ſonne becauſe of his louer, he know⸗ 
ing himſelfe guilty of a moze greuous offences 
Tith what countenance (ſaith ſhe ) wilt thou 
blame him? And that which Artemona ſapth 
in Plautus, Is it meete that a father ſhoulde 
thus nurture his childꝛen? art thou not aſha⸗ 
med hereof ? But let vs here what þ younge 
man alleageth fo2 himlelfe, who — hys 

ather 
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father ol extreme folly. Py riot, ( ſapthhe ) 2 
will impute to my father, J was vnder no ſe⸗ 
uere dilcipline and cozrection, I was vnder no 
lawe ofa well ozdered houſe , which mighte 
frame a right a young mans manners,# with» 
dzawhim from vices which be incident to his 
age. I was after a ſoꝛt pꝛocured of my father 
to riot and naughty liuing. cc. So did not that 
Tobias a man vertuous and beloued of God, 
who (as his hiſkozy declareth)both taught his 
ſonne euen from his childhoode to feare God, 
and abſtaine from all ſinne , and alſo ſec him- 
ſelfe befoze him as an example of godlines to 
imitate # followe. After this ſozt ought parẽts 
to bzing vp their childzen , teaching them fr 
their tender peeres the feare of the Loꝛde, and 
by their owne good cxample mouing them foz- 
ward ta all vertue and godlines. Fo? if contra- 
riwiſe they giue them ouermuch libertpe,and 
ſuffer them to accuſtome themſelues to ſin⸗ 
ning while they be pet young, they ſhall hard» 
ly o2 neuer afterwarde be reclapmed to good⸗ 
nes. It is not like that he will live honeſtly bes 
ing now olde, who liued diſhoneſtly & wicked⸗ 
ly when he was pounge , neither that he who 
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was ill bꝛoughte vp being a childe, will take 
good inſtructions wht he is growen in peres. 
Do great a thing is it to be accultomed to any 
thing from tender age, as it is (apd of one, and 
as another ſapth: It is long ere the mind foz . 
getteth that which it was long in learning. 

From whence a e at this day ſo many adulte · 
ters, ſo many ruffians, ſo manye retchles and 
pꝛodigall perſons, ſo many diſers and other 
wicked e vngodly liuers, but cuen as it were 
out of this fountaine of cuill education and in⸗ 
ſtruction of childzen?Seing then it doth much 
concerne the common wealth, that childzen be 
godlily inſtructed # vertuouſlpe bzoughte vp, 
there is great diligence co be geuen of parents 
and maiſters in this behalfe. Fo? if this were 
done, vice would not ſo pꝛeuaile as it hath don, 
which can bp no lawes otherwile be ſufficient⸗ 
ly anopded. And whereas lawes puniſh offen- 
ces and naughtines already committed, but 
good bꝛinginge vp pꝛouidech that nothing be 
tommitted woꝛthy of puniſhment, and wheras 
lawes doc reſoꝛme vices, but good bzinging vp 
doth quite remoue the, it manifeſtly appearety 
of howe much moze impoztance this is to the 
commo⸗ 
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tommoditie of the common welth the þ other, 
That I map not adde hereunto þ they whiche 
are ill bꝛought vp, du aſterward call of al feare 
Ercuerence of lawes, whereby puniſhment is 
appointed to vice g naughtines. Wherefoze 
þ chieſe care of wile gouernozs of cities bath 
alwayes bin, not how they ſhould puniſh wic⸗ 
ked and naughty perſons,but by what meanes 
they mighte belk bzinge to palle, that the Citi⸗ 
Zens would commit nothing woꝛthy ol puniſhs 
ment. Now becauſe they truſteÞ they could at 
the laſt bzing this to paſſe, if youthe were ver; 
tuouſly trained vp from their cheldhoode, and 
parents did godlily bzinge vp r inſtruct their 
childꝛen, they thou ghte it was their dutye to 
haue an eſpeciall care hereof. V ut let vs nowe 
pꝛoceede and goe f ward to the reſt. 
Oſche fourth cauſe vvhy man differreth the 
amendment of his lyfe. 
T He fourth cauſe of differring the amends 
ment of our life, is welch and p2oſperitie, 

which oftentimes maketh men , being as it 
were dzunken with pꝛoſperous foztune, ſo les 
ture, that they verpe ſeldome remember Gov, 
nepcher thinke of amending they; 9 
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life.CMhereupon one of che auncients ſapde 
well: Df pꝛoſperitie (ſapth he)commeth riot, x 
of riot, as all vices;ſo impictie toward God. 
And Seneca affirmeth that mens mindes are 
luld a ſleepe with onermuch feltcicie as it were 
with a continuall dzonkennes . Pereunto per ; 
taineth that ſaping of Paule vnto Timothee, 
where he biddech him charge chem that are 
rich in this woꝛlde that they be not high min⸗ 
ded,and that they cruſt not in vncertain riches 
but in the liuing God, that they doe good, and 
be rich in good wozkes c. If that ſaping of 
Publius be true, that foztune maketh him foo⸗ 
liſh whom ſhee ouer much fatourety,ic appea⸗ 
reth ſurely howe greate the ſecuritie of men is 
in p2olpericie,and when thinges fal out acco2« 
ding to their deſire, which ſecuritie afterwarde 
bzingech fo2th all kind of wickednes. Foz heres 
by it commeth to paſſe that wee feele not the 
mathe of God againſt ſianes, which in deede 
we ought to feare euẽ euery hour, alſo p a cer⸗ 
taine ſenſleſnes and dꝛouſines poſſeſſeth mens 
mindes, ſo that neyther the feare ol Gods pu⸗ 
niſhmente dooth reclaime them krom ſinning, 
neicher doe they ſcarce remember either _ 
02 the 
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02 the laſt iudgement. 

Our Sautour in the goſpell accoꝛdinge to 
Luke hath in a goodly ſimilitude ſet fo2th this 
ſecuritie of men in pꝛoſperitie, where that rich 
man whoſe ground had bꝛought foozth fruites 
plente ouſly, thinking not of amendinge hys 
life,o2 repenting fox his ſinne, neither of rele⸗ 
uing and ſuccouring the pooꝛe, but being cares 
full of building his barnes greater, and lays 
ing vp his fruites, thought thus with himſelte: 
J will gather all my fruites and goods toge⸗ 
ther, and will ſaye to my ſoule: Soule thou 
haſt muche goodes layde vp fo2 many yeeres, 
live at eaſe, eate, dꝛinke, and take thy paſtime, 
But in thts ſecuritie and as it were dꝛeaming 
of long pꝛoſperitie, what dooch God laye vnto 
him? O foole, this night will they fetche away 
thy ſoule from thee. Doſt thou not lee, þ while 
the rich man dꝛeameth that he ſhall enioy a ſes 
cure and quiet liſe, deintie dinners, and ſump⸗ 

tuous ſuppers, coſtly and delicate bankets, che 
topes aud p/eſures of this woꝛld, and thinketh 
now all things ſafe and ſure,vooſt thou not ſee 
I ſay that while he vainely looketh ta enioye 
all theſe thinges, ſodaine deſtruction is ready 
to 
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to fall vpon him, accoꝛding as þ Apoſtle Paul 
ſaith? The holye Scripture therefoze biddety 
vs watch alwapes,biddeth vs be pꝛepared at 
all times fo2 the comming of the Lozde: an ex- 
cellent admonition aſſuredly,if we did not cũ . 
temne it. But as in þ time of Noe, when they 
were eating, dꝛinking, marrying, the flood ſo⸗ 
denly deſtroyed them all, # as when Lot was 
departed out ol Sodom, they al periſhed ſoden⸗ 
ly by fire ſrõ heauen:ſo doth lat dapof euer 
mans life come ſodenly # vnawares vpd him, 

D. James going about to ſhike of this le- 
curitie þ of rich æ we'thy of the wozlve, what 
doth he ſay? cuen as foloweth:Go to nowe, vet 
rich men,ſaith he, weepe and ho'wwle foz your 
miſeries that (hall come vpon pou Your rt» 
ches are coꝛtupt, your garments are moty £as 
ten:your gold and ſiluer is tankred. Ye haue 
uued in pleaſure on the earth & in wantonncs, 
and haut merclp kept continual fcaſtes & ban» 
kets. Let here that rich man mentioned inthe 
Goſpel! come into thy mind, who was clothen 
with purple and fine ſilke,and fared relitiaul· 
ly enerp dap, but at the laſte leauing this lite, 


he is continuallp cozmented in hell. Surely 
ouermuch 
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duermuch welch and p2oſperitie ſuffered htm 
not to thinke of amending his lite. Pereunto 
pertaineth that ſaping of our Sauiour in the 
Golpell of Patthew : Tt is a hard thing foz a 
rich man to enter into the kingdome ok hea⸗ 
uen. And againe: It ts eaſier fo a Camell co 
goe thꝛough the epe of a needle, then fo a rich 
man to enter ino the kingdome of God, This 
our Sauioz as it were interpꝛeting in d Goſs 
pell ot Marke. Douwe hard is it, (ſayth e) foz 
them that put their truſt in richts, to enter in⸗ 
to the kingdome of God ? Hereanto tendeth 
that whereas Chzilt callech riches x delightes 
of this life, thoꝛnes wi ich choke that lecde of 
the woꝛde of God, y it can not ſpʒing e vp, and 
bring foꝛth lruite. This theretoze is the cauſe 
why God ſometime ſendeth aducrſitie, cha⸗ 
ſtenech them whd he loueth as 5 apollle ſatth, 
euen vnto this end,p he may ſhake of our ſecu⸗ 
rity, q ſtirre vs vp to feare him & cal vpdhim, 
who foꝛ y moſt part in pꝛoſperitie wee doe too 
much foꝛget, alſo d he may pꝛicke vs fo warde 
to acknowledge our ſinnes, and hartely to res 
pent fo2 the ſame,mozeouer that he may moue 
vs to deſir e alter heauenlp thinges , and to 
deſpile 
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deſpiſe thoſe that be humaine and earthly, 
Fo? in them who haue the wozlp at will, mer⸗ 
uelouſly raigneth that carnall ſecuritie, which 
is counted amouge the moſte hepnous linnes, 
and ſloth e ſluggiſhnes, yea & as it were a cer. 
tain ſenſleſnes # dzouſines with a contempt of 
diuine thinges polleſſech their mindes: bztekes 
ly in godly & vertuons actions they are faint, 
remiſle,flothfull, and without all coura ge and 
ſpirite. By all theſe wozdes and many moe J 
can ſcarce ſufficiently expꝛeſſe that which J 
thinke,ſuch is the greatnes of this ſinne. Now 
the Scripture declareth that in pꝛoſperitie and 
abundance of welth men are made not only ſe⸗ 
cure, but alſo almoſt blind, and oftentimes vu⸗ 
godly & wicked. Whereupon is that ſaying of 
Moſes : De was well fedde, growne thicke, 
and laden with katnes:ſo he fozſooke God his 
maker, and regarded not the rocke of his (al- 
uation. They pꝛouoke him to anger w ſtrange 
Gods #c. So Dauid when his enemies were 
on every ſide ſubdued, being ſecure e thinking 
all things to be ſafe, falleth into adulterp, and 
defilech himſelfe with the laughter of an inno⸗ 


cent man. He that befoze when Saule perles 
a cuted 
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cuted him, had behaued himſelfe very well, in 
pꝛoſperitie became vtterly vnlike himſelfe : ſo 
much doth it concerne him that ſtandeth, agam 
and again to take heede lcaſt he fall. Nowe 
after he had committed theſe ſinnes, in howe 
great ſecuritie did he liue a long time? Foz as 
though there had bin no daunger, becauſe God 
is mercifull, he went to the tabernacle, he ces 
leb2zated Sabbats and feſtiuall dayes, be was 
p2eſent at ſacrifices and offered them, like as 
others did: and not to vſe many woꝛdes he ly⸗ 
ved with a ſecure mynd. But when God by the 
Diophet Nathan denounceth vnto him pus» 
niſhment and vengeaunce, and putteth him in 
feare and terroꝛ, then at the laſt he re;urning to 
himſelſe, perceiueth what he had committed, 
weyeth with himlelfe the grieuouſnes of his 
offence , and conceineth greate greefe by re- 
knowledg ing his ſinne, openly confeſſeth the 
ſame, humbly craueth the mercy of God, deſt» 
reti to be waſhed from his fnfquitte,to be clen- 
ſed from his ſinne,and to haue the filthines of 
bis offence wiped away: neither doth he in the 
meane ſeaſon refuſe the puniſhment which god 
had thꝛeatned againſt him, nepther ſeeketh co 

C. auopde 
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auopde that ſcourge which he had deſcrued. 

J would to God there were not like lecurity 
in vs, who fo2 the moſt part liue with ſuch a ſe⸗ 
cure minde, as thoughe all thinges were well, 
nepther doe we acknowlcoge our offences, ne⸗ 
ther teare the ſeuere iudgement, and grieuous 
and heauy wꝛath of God againſte ſinne . So 
arre is it of that howe great ſinnes we cõmit, 
ſo greatly we doe alſo lament the lame, as the 
molt holy martyꝛ of Chziſt S. Cy pꝛiau ſaith, 
But that I map returne co our foʒmer matter, 
and knit vp all in fewe wozdes: No man can 
bc ſaued, but he whole ſinnes are foꝛgiuen, and 
none hath his ſinnes foꝛgeuen but hee that ai⸗ 
keth pardan of God: nowe none al keth pardũ 
of God, but he that veſirech to returne into 
Gods fauour:neither doch any deſire this from 
his heart, but he that is thoughly grieued fo2 

bis ſinnes: and none is grieued fo2 his ſinnes, 
but he that acknowledgeth them, and feeleth 
the wzathe of God againſte linnes. This he 
both not who is ſecure, and touched wich no 
care of his ſaluation: but fox the moſte parte 
he is ſuche a one with whom all thinges gae 
pꝛoſperouſly ſoward, and who is, as it is {aid 
ok one 
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ol one, dztunke with ſweere and pꝛoſperous 
foxtune . It is therefoze manifeſt hereby, that 
pꝛoſperitie and foztunate affaires doe cauſe 
that men ſeldome thinke of amendinge theyz 
like. 


Olf the ſiſt cauſe vvhy man prolong» 
geth the reforming of 
his life, 


He fift cauſe of differring the amendment 

of our maners from dap to dap, is hope of 
long life. F o2 although there be none, albeit 
he be but young, who knoweth aſſuredlp,as he 
ſaith in Cicero, that he ſhall line til p euening: 
Notwftaving there is almoſt none ſo old, but 
he thinketh he may liue pct one pere moze. An 
old man crieth out in a certaine comicall JÞIo« 
et, ſapinge, ſhall J beeing thzeeſcoze and 
five peres of age become a newe maried man, 
and marpe an olde criple to mp wpte,voe pet 
perſwade me vnto thys? But at this dap olde 
men being almoſt four ſcoze peeres of age mas 
rp wenches that be ſcarce pet fiftene peres ald: 
C.2, Do 
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eyther well oz ill, Which the Poet Uirgill, 
ſpeaking of a good &4 wiſe man, bath deelartu 
in manner as followeth: 


E doth not cloſe his eyes to rake 
the ſweete and pleaſant ſlcepe, 
Till all things done the day he weyes 
yvith cogitation deepe. 
Thinking, vvhat did I pretermit ? 
vrhat haue I done in ſeaſon? 
VVhat not ? why was this nauglitly done? 
and why that vvithout reaſon ? 
VVhy did that mynde preualle with me, 
which altred had bin beſt ? 
VVhy vyhen J had the poore releud, 
did greeſe poſſeſſe my breſt ? 
VVhereſore did I that thing deſire, 
vvhich good is to deny ? 
VVhy did I gaine preferre before 
vertue and honeſty )? 
Hath any man by me bin hurt 
by vvord or deede- this day ? 
VVhy doth nature then diſcipline 
yvith me beare greater ſway? 
Thus weying thinges both ſayd and done 
from morning vntill night, 
That which is cull doth yyorke him greefe, 
but good doth hum delight. 


C.3, Of 
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Of this cuſkome Seneca alſo ſaieth ſome⸗ 
what, which J can not but adde and annere 
hereunto, He therefoze ſpeaking in a certaine 
place of calling the minde day ly co giue an ac⸗ 
counte £ Scxtins dip thys, (ſaith he) the dap 
being ended when he went to his nightly reſt, 
he demaunded ok his minde in this {02t : what 
euill of thine haſte thou re foꝛmed this tay ? 
What vice haſt thou reſiſted ? in what reſpect 
art chou better? And a little after he addech: 
That, faith he, is moze goodlye then thys 
cuſtome to cxamine y whole day?Wlhat ſleepe 
foloweth after ſuch examinatiõ of a mans ſelle, 
how quiet is it, how ſound & free, when p mind 
is either pꝛayſed 02 admoniſhed, & the viewer 
arfh graue cenſo; thereof doth knowe of » con- 
dif:os of it? J vſe this cuſtome & do dayly exa· 
mine my ſelfe. Ihen p night is nowe conte J 
cõſider vat T haue don y whole day, J cal to 
mind & wey my deedes and woꝛdes. hide nos 
thing fromm my (cite, I paſſe nothing ouer. Fo2 
why ſhould J feare any of mine erroꝛs, wht J 
can ſay:ſe thou do this no moꝛe, J do now pare 
don thee. In ſach a diſputatid thou didſt ſpeak 
tro carneſtly: doc not. herralter deale with the 
vnſ kil⸗ 
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vnſkilfull. Thou didſt admonilhe ſuche a one 
mote ſreely then thou oughteſt, and therefoze 
didſt thr not amẽd him but offend him, Heres 
after take hecde , not onely whether that be 
true which thou ſaleſt, but alſo whether he to 
whom thou ſpeakeſt will ſuffer the truth to bee 
ſpoken vnto him. Thele thinges laith Seneca 
and many other concerning the ſame matter, 
which F would to God we did thzoughlp pꝛint 
in our mindes, & ſet them befo2e our ſelues to 
imitate æ folow,pea & did cauſe our child)? als 
ſo to vſe this cuſtome. Surely if we did this, ei⸗ 
ther J am verie much deceiued, 02 els we wold 
endeuoꝛ to lead a life moꝛe agreable to a chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian p2ofeſſis, But now what do we? we meri⸗ 
ly banket & feaſt togither, we haue tables furs 
niſhed w dainty delicates, wee giue our ſelues 
to immoderate eating & dꝛinking:we do ſcarce 
once in a pere require an account of our ſelues 
of our life paſt, ether al ke pard$ fo) our linnes, 
02 determine to return into Gods fauour.” Do 
farre is it of þ daily befoze wee giue our ſelues 
to llepe, euery one txamineth his own cdlcitce, 
c coſidereth w himlelfe what life he doth lead: 
oz being wholp diſpleaſed w himſelle doth w 
C. 4 weping and 
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and mourninge and knocking his bzeſte pꝛo⸗ 
ſtrate on the grounde al ke God fozgiueneſſe, 
pꝛomiſech ta liue better hereafter hy Gods 
helpe and aſſiſtance, and endeuoꝛeth to perle · 
uer in his purpoſed determination to leade a 
godly life. And albeit we doe not theſe chinges, 
pet in that ſtate Þ wee are, we dare be bolde to 
take ſleepe, pea and to ſleepe very ſoundly: in 
whicy ſtate if ſoden death ſhoulde come vppon 
vs (as there is none who certenlye knoweth, 
whether he ſhall in the moꝛning riſe ſafe out of 
his bedde oꝛ no) there were no hope lefc of our 
ſaluation. But none of thelethinges come into 
aur minde, ſo muche doe wee flatter our ſelues 

with hope to liue longe : which hope not- 
withſtanding, when we ſee it often- 
times deceiue others, how childiſh 
are we, oz rather howe vnwile 
who thinke our lelues ex⸗ 
empt out ofþ number 
of ſuch, as it were 
bp a certaine 
ſpecial pꝛi⸗ 
uiledge? 
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Oſche ſixte cauſe why many that are blinded 
vrith popiſhe ſuperſtition driue of to 
amende and reforme 
their lyte. 


Ow remapneth the ſixt cauſe whp mas 
ny in the papacie pꝛolonge the amends 
ment of their life, but eſpecially ſuch as are of 
the richer and welchter ſozt: and this is not on⸗ 
ly that truſt which is conceiued of pardon and 
remiſſton of ſinnes by popiſh bulles and indul- 
gences,but alſo a ccrtaine vain and falſe hope 
of deliuer ance from the paines of purgatozye, 
by peerely ſacrifices and maſſes, and by the 
helpes and meanes of P!icſtes and Monkes: 
allo by the almes deedes and good wozkes of 
their freendes that are aliue, as faſtiugs, pꝛai⸗ 
ers, vigils, pilgrimages, and other ſuch like. 
Fo; ſome of thẽ both affirme that by indulgẽ⸗ 
ces may be obtained remiſſion of unnes, and 
are not aſhamed to ſap that the ſoule which is 
tozmented in the fire of purgatoꝛp, doch flie vn⸗ 
to heauen euen at the verye lame inſtant that þ 
monp is thzowne into p baſon; & alſo do think 
that che departed are holpen by other mens 
| wozkes 
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wozkes and merites, which both the ſcripture 
it ſclie & the auncient fathers do vetcrly deny, 
affirming that in this pꝛeſent world one mape 
hclpe another either by pꝛayer 02 good coun⸗ 
ſell, but that when wee come beloꝛe the iudges 


mente ſeate of Chꝛiſte euery one muſte beare 


bis owne burden: and not to vſe many woꝛds, 
as death fyndeth euerie man, ſo is he iudged 
of GO D. 

Howe execrable then is that ſluggiſhnes ok 
men, who liue with ſo ſecure a minde in ſinne 
and wickednes? Fox if they were touched with 
amy care of their ſaluation, they would ſuxelye 
keepe ſome meaſure in ſinning, and thinke of 
the laſt day of their life: as fo example (that 
I may ſpeake particularly) he that is at en- 
mitie with his neighbour, would endeuour ac⸗ 
coꝛdinge to the tommandement in the Goſpell 
to be reconciled: whozemongers and adulte⸗ 
rers woulde remember that God will iudge 
them, as the authoꝛ to the Hebꝛewes ſayth: 
murderers, ſoꝛcerers and all lyera woulde ne⸗ 
uer forget that lake which burneth with fire & 
bzimſtone, where John in his reue lation wits 
keth, chat their poꝛtion ſha! dee: 3 

ons, 
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ſons, dzunkardes raplers „ woulve alwayes 
haue in memozype, that they ſhall not inherite 
the kingdome of G O D, as » Apoltle aul 
witneſſeth walking to the Cozinthians and E⸗ 
pheſians: rich men woulde never ſuffer to lip 
our ot theyꝛ mpnde , that our Sauour ſayth 
it ts harde fo2 them that truſte in riches, to ens 
ter iuto the kingdome of GO D: biiefly aff 
of vs in generall woulde wichout doubte be 
myndfull of that vnquenchable: and eternall 
fire which Chzilte thzeatneth in the Goſpell to 
the wicked and vngodly, and euery one wonlde 
fo: him ſelfe feare that aunſwere which was 
made to the fooliſh Airgins: Iknow pee not: 
alſo that laying concerning y flothful ſeruant: 
Caſte that vnpꝛoſttable ſeruaunte into vtter 
darkeneſſe, where ſhal be weeping & gnaſhing 
of tecth: Moꝛeouer that of the man which had 
not on a wedding garment, Binde him hands 
and foote and caſte him into virer darkeneſſe. 
rc. Finallye that ſapinge of our Sauiour to 
the wycked, Departe fram me pee curſed, 
into tuerlaſtinge .fpze . O tootoo ſtubburne 
and obſtinate ones, whom theſe thinges doe 
nothinge moue 2 D Epicureans — be ⸗ 
ccue 
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beleeue not theſe thinges : O wicked and uns 
godly perſons which laugh and ſcoꝛne at theſe 

thinges: O mad men and vnmind ckull ek their 

ſaluation who neglect theſe thinges. But they 

neglecte them who thinke they ſhall obteyne 

pardon and remiſſion of ſinnes, by bulles and 
indulgences of the Pope, and truſting in thys 
perſwaſion dꝛiue of from dap to day the amẽd⸗ 
ment ok their life. 

Now there is another cauſe alſo which make 
many thus pzolong and differre, namely fo2 5 
they are perſwaded þ becauſe of a goodly wozs 
ſhip which they giue to S. Barbarie, they 
ſhall not dye but being verye contrite, and ha; 
uing firſt receiued the Loꝛds ſupper. Foz thys 
ſuperſtition of woꝛſhipping S Barbarte.hath 
poſſeſſed the mindes almoſt of all in the papas 
cie.hcreupd they haue appointed a faſt vnto 
her to be obſerued euery pcere:and painters ſet 
her foꝛch holding the holy cuppe and bzeade in 
her hand. Moꝛeouer this is an other cauſe alſo 
fo2 that they haue pꝛouided long befoze , that 
when their dying day is come, they map be ad- 
mitted into che familie of S. Fraunces , and 
being deade map be buried in S. F wares 
abit. 
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habit. Foꝛ this opini5 alſo is fixed in ; minds 
almoſt of all, that the denill hath no power os 
ver them who attaine to this, ſoꝛaſmuch as the 
Monks haue together with their habit impar⸗ 
ted vnto them their merites and good wozkes, 
which are done in their whole oꝛder, as mal⸗ 
ſes, diuine offices, pꝛapers, pꝛeachinges, ſtu⸗ 
dyes, faſtinges, abſtinence, vigils, laboꝛs, and 
other ſuch like. Fo2 hereupon the Monks, lea⸗ 
uing alwayes that which is ſufficient foz thẽ⸗ 
ſclues to obtaine ſaluat ion, if there be anye os 
uerplus, as alwayes there is ſome, are wonte 
not to impart the ſame freely vnto others. but 
to ſell it vnto them foꝛ money. This therefoze 
is a cauſe alſo, as I haue ſaide, why they nes 
uer thinke of amending their like, who haue ſo 
bought with mony the participation of monks 
merites and deedes. But it (hall be ncedeleſſe 
here to refell and conlute this manifeſt erroz 
of popiſh indulgences, and this very ſod and 
vaine ſuperſtinon of vozſhipping ok Saintes, 
ſeeing that both others befoze vs, and we alſo 
hade often done the ſame in ſund2ve places. 
Thus haſt thou (gentle Reader) the chicfe 
cauſes,as I thinke, why we doe epther neg⸗ 
lect 
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lect 02 differre þ amendment of our life, There 

be alſo other as it were fecomde cauſes heres 

of , as daply company, ſocietie, and conuer⸗ 

ſation with the vngodly and wicked, who are 

touched with no feare of God, muche lelle 

follow vet tue and goodneg, oꝛ liue holilye and 

vpꝛightly. Now the familiaritie and company 

ot ſuche men is with all diligence to be auop⸗ 

ded of them , who haue care ok their ſoules 

helth. Euill woꝛdes, as it is moſt truly ſayde of 
one, cozrupt good manners:and another ſaith, 
by keeping company and liuing together with 

the wicked, thou thy ſelfe allo dot become wic⸗ 
kid. Here lette parentes remember that 
they muſt haue an eſpeciall care that they ſul⸗ 
fer no naughty and leud perſon to haue anpe 
familiaritie with their childꝛen, and that they 
ſce and marke, what pouch it is and with what 
maners they be endued, which are much 02 dats 
ly in their company, doe liue familtarlp wpth 
them, oz lecke to inſinuate into their frendſhip 
and fauoute. Foz eucrp man doth almoſte be⸗ 
come ſuch a one as they are whoſe comp ane 
ke bleth. And truelp in deede is it ſayde of 
one, vᷣhe which couchech pitch is defiled there⸗ 
with , But let vs heare what another ſapeth 
who 
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who cannot awap with cur religion: Maners 
ſayth he, are taken ol them with whom we be 
conuerſant, aud aa cer taine dilcaſes paſſe (rb 
the hodye to them that touch it, ſo doth mind 
alſo infect them that be next it wich the euills 
thercot: The dzunkard by:ngeth his compants 
ons to one well wine: the vnchaſt perl on mas 
keth the ſtaut and valiant, if it may be, eſſemi⸗ 
nate and wanton: couetoulneſſe poureth her 
popſon into them that bee next it: The ſame 
may be layd on the other ſide ok vertues, c. 

Ide therefoze that deſireth to liue vertuoullye 
and godly, and to keepe himlelfe pure q cleane 
from wickednes, which all Chultians oughte 
to deſyꝛe, let him ſhunne and auoide the com⸗ 
panyc of the wicked. Foz they that giue them⸗ 
ſclues wholp to they} companye,and are daily 
conucrlant,feaſte , cate and dzinke, be merpe 
and make good cheere w them, they J ſap doe 
bardly euer thinke of amending their like, nei⸗ 
ther can they eaſily ſeuer themſelues krũ 5; ples 
ſant copany oftheir copantons.Wlherfoze not⸗ 
wſtanding they frequent godly ſermõs, are ads 
moniſhed of good men and ſuche as have au⸗ 
thozitpe, and they themſelues being moued 
with feare of Gods punichmente, doe ww F 
bat 
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that vnfainedly to refoꝛme their maners , pet 
fo? all this I can not tell howe they alwapes 
differre and dꝛiue of from day to day, neyther 
can they fo2 the moſte parte cucr either truelpe 
repent 02 turne to the right way. In the meane 
ſeaſon deathe oftentimes ſodenly c vnawares 
tommeth vpon them being thus ſecure  care- 
leſſe.Fo2 as euery mans death is certaine, ſo 
is the houre thereofmoſt vncertaine. And ther» 
foze arc we commaunded in the Scripture to 
watch and be alwayes pꝛepared vnto the laſte 
day of our life, accoꝛdinge to the ſaping of our 
Sauionr Chziſt in the goſpell of Luke: Be ye 
p2epared (ſaith he) ſoꝛ the Sonne of man will 
come at an houre when pe thinke not. 

There is alſo another cauſe at this day why 
many of the common ſozt pꝛolonge and due 
of the amendment of their life. Foz ther be cer⸗ 
taine and thoſe verpe devoure tclowes, foꝛ we 
muſt ſuſpect no other of tht᷑, howbeit not very 
wiſe and wary,who in ſundzy places pꝛeache 
much of the grace of God, of ſoꝛgiueneſſe of 
fimes, and of other thinges that per tame to 
ſaluation, and doe very diligently and wyth 
greate carneſtneſſe handle the ſame: but * 
ap 
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ſay either nothing at all o2 els veryelictle of a 
newe life in Chꝛiſt, of the ſanculying # quick- 
ning of the holy ghoſt. But he that will be coũ⸗ 
ted a true Chꝛiſtian in deede, muſt, accoꝛdinge 
to the doctrine of Paule, dye to ſinne, and liue 
vnto righteouſneſſe, muſt put of the olde man, 
with his woozkes , put on thenewe man and 
liue as it becommeth the Goſpell of Chzifte : 
mult not commit adulterp 02 whozedome.muſt 
not be at enmitie with his neighbour, muſt not 
be couetous, an vſerer, enuious, muſte not be 
pꝛoude and high minded. And the holy ghoſt is 
giuen of God to them that belceue and cal vp« 
on him, that he may ſtirre vp newe molions in 
the heart, and as it were regenerate the will of 
man, moue him fozward to all duties of god⸗ 
lines, to all vertues woꝛchy of a chꝛiſtian mar, 
and vnto a life agreable to the pꝛoleſſion of the 
Golp ell, where of we haue elſwhere ſpoken 
moꝛe at large. Now how much doſt thou think 
are the mindes of the ignoꝛaunt offended by 
theſe oz ſuch like ſayings of ſome? Ik thou bee 
an adulterer (ſay they) if a whozemonger, if a 
touetous perſon , oz defiled with any other 
ſinne and wickednes, beleeue onelp , and thou 
D, ſhalt 
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Halt be ſafe;There is no cauſe why thou ſhoul 
deſt feare the Lawe: fo2 this Chziſte hath ful- 

filled and made ſatiſ faction to2 the ſinnes of 
mankinde. Thele ſayings doe without doubte 
grieuouſly offend godly eares,and miniſter oc- 
caſion to leade a wicked life,and arc cauſe that 
menthinke nothing of rctozming their mans 
ners, but obſtinatelp perſeuer in ſinne and vn⸗ 
godlines, yea they doe encourage them vnto al 
wickednes, c as it were cut of ſuch meanes as 
mightmoue the to repent a amend, Dow much 
better did Paule, who as Luke mentioneth in 
the Acts, not onely pꝛeached of Þ fatth which 
is in Chꝛiſt, onto Felix and Dzulilla his wife, 
but entreated allo diligently of righteoulnes, 
and temperance, t of the iudgement to come: 
ſo that Felix was ſtriken with cerro2 while 
Paule diſputed. The ſame Paule alſo witneſ⸗ 
ſeth mozeouer in the Acts, that he did not on. 
ly pꝛeache to the Geutiles that they ſhould res 
pente and turne vnto God, but admoniſh them 
alio that they ſhoulde doe woꝛkes wozthye of 
them that had repented. Thus haſt thou gens 
tle Reader the cauſes which commonly moue 
bs to pzolonge and differre the amendment 
of 
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of our lyfe: it remayneth nowe chat we bꝛiefly 
ſhewe what remedye map be founde fo2 this 
euell, although we haue done the ſame parts 
Iy alreadye, 


Remedies againſt the cauſes aforeſayd,and firſt againft 
mans incredulitie which was ſayde to be the 
firſte cauſe vyhy he diferrerh the a- 
mendement of hys 


lytc. 


A Gainſt our incredulitie then concerninge 
the iudgement to tome, the puniſhment of 

the wicked, the tnunoztall kelicitie of the gods 
lye, very much vndoubcedly ( vnles wee had 
rather ſeeme then be Chziſtians in deede) will 
pꝛeuaile the aucthozicpe of our God and Lozd 
Jeſus Chziſte,if wee haue in remembzaunce, 
and alwayes as it were befoze the eyes of our 
mpnde hys ſapinges whiche are in ſundzpe 
places of the Scripture concerainge thele 
thinges , as is that in the Goſpel of John 
(that of manye J maye rehearſe onclpe a 
fewe ) The houre (hall come ( {apeth he) in 
te which all that are in the graues ſhall heare 
D.2, bis 
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bis voice: and they ſhall come fo2th, that haue 
done good, vnto 5; reſurrection of ife:but they 
that haue done cuell vnto the reſurrection of 
condemnation cc. This is the will laith he in 
another place, ot him th at ſent me, that euerye 
man which ſeeth the Sonne and beleeuech in 
him, ſhoulo haue euerlaſting like: and J wyll 
raiſe him vp at the laſte day. Pozeouer in the 
Golpell of Matthew ſpeaking of p laſt iudge⸗ 
ment, amonge other thinges he ſheweth what 
ſentence he ſhal pꝛonoũce of the godly: Come, 
ſaith he, ye bleſſed of my father : inherit ye the 
kingdome pꝛepared fo2 vou from the foundatt- 
ons ofthe woꝛld. And contrariwiſe of the wic⸗ 
ked: Depart from me, ſaith he, pee curſed in- 
to euerlaſtinge lyꝛe, which is pꝛepared ſoꝛ the 
deuill and his angels. And a little after ; and 
theſe hall goe into euerlaſtinge paine, but the 
righteous into lyfe eternall. D dzeadful voice 
ot the iudge that condemneth the wicked to e⸗ 
uerlaſting kyꝛe. If feare of Judges on þ earth 
doth aſtoniſh the guilty, howe ought that hea⸗ 
uenly iudge to make them afraid? o2 what ters 
roꝛ ought he to ſtrike into the wicked though 


remoꝛce of conlcience fo ſinne? Ik thou dof 
lo 
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ſo feare a Judge on the earth, from whom not 
wichftanving thou maiſt appeale vnto others, 
how much moye oughte ſt thou to feare the ſens 
tence of that Judge, from whom there is no 
appealing * Depart, ſaith he, from me. ye cur⸗ 
fed , Howe dzeadfull a thinge will it be to be 
ſeperate from God himlelfe, who is the chiefe 
and ſoueraigne good: to be dʒiuen from the 
company of the godly and holp ſpirites : to be 
excluded from che eternall bleſſednes of the hes 
uenly kingdome, which ts ſo great, that it can 
neither in woꝛds be expꝛeſſed, neither in mynd 
comprehended , no2 by any cogitation of man 
concetued:x not only this, but alſo tobe comit- 
ted to extreme & euerlaſting paines in hel, # to 
be condemned fo fire ᷣ ſhal ncuer go out, in res 
ſpect whereo? our fire is mere yſe, finally to be 
w the deuils an infinite time 4 fo2 euermoze, 
without any expectatid oꝛ hope of better ſtate? 
Chat? thinkeſt thou, if theſe thinges came 
into mens mines, they would lite ſo leudlpe ? 
1owbett they thinke not of that which Peter 
witneſſeth inthe Acts of the Apoſtles , that 
Chꝛiſt is oꝛdeyned of God a iudge of quicke e 
dead: whereol Paule maketh mention waiting 
D.3. to 
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it be to be caff into eternall tozments? I it be 
a dzcadfull thing here to be puniſhed with ex⸗ 
ile 02 death, what a thing will it be to be exiled 
and baniſhed from that heauenlp countrye fox 
euermoꝛe, and fo: the body with the ſoule to be 
toꝛmented with continual death? Ik it ſhall be 
mot pleaſaunt to the godly to heare when the 
Sonne of God ſhall bidde them inherite the 
kingdome pꝛepared fo2 them from the founda⸗ 
tions of the woꝛld: howe dzcadfull and terrible 
to the wicked thinke we ſhall that voyce of the 
Judge be, condemning them to euerlaſtinge 
fire pꝛepared fo2 the deuil e his angls? It wee 
beleeue theſe thinges concerning the iudge« 
ment to come, the reward of p godly, and deſer- 
ued puniſhment of the wicked: TUhp doe we, 
ſo live as thoughe there were neither heauen 
no} hel? Jf we do not beleeue them, why will 
we be counted and called Chziſttans * 

Let vs therfoze ſhake of this ſecuritie which 
polleſſech our minds. p fluggilhnes & ſlothful 
nes, þ dulnes & d2ouſines which is come vpon 
vs. Fo2 we haue not to doe w trifling matter s 
but with ſuch as concerne the ſaluation of our 
ſoules 5; tnheriting of the kingdome of IHeas 
uen, the life bleſſed and immoꝛtall. Nom, nom 

D. 4. thereloze 
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therefoze I ſap, while we line and are inhelth, 
while there is pet time fo2 pardon , while we 
haue him an aduocate in heauen, whom heres 
after wee ſhall haue a judge, let vs endeuour 
to amend our life,and not differre ſo long, till 
ſinnes rather fozfake vs then we them. Ney⸗ 
ther let vs euer be vumindfull of the dayg of 
Judgemente, and the dꝛeadefull voice of the 
Judge bidding the wicked departe from him, 
neither of the pains ofhell and that euerlaſting 
fire, Let vs haue alwayes in mind the ſhozknes 
of our life, the certaintie ol Death & the vncer⸗ 
taintie of che houre thereof, which is ſuch, that 
no man can pꝛomiſe to him ſelfe that he ſhall 
liue till to moʒowe, no not ſo much as one mos 
ment longer. Wlhereupon well ſurely ſapth 
Seneca: it is bncertaine , ſaithhe, in what 
place death looketh foz thee, & therefoze ſooke 
chou fo? it in euery place, Mherekoꝛe the leſſe 
certaine and continuing that the life of 
men is, ſa much moꝛe, while they 
mape, oughte they to 
thinke of repen⸗ 
tance. 
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Remedies againſte the ſecond cauſe for which 
men driue of to amend their life, vyhich 
was ſayde to be hope of Gods 
mercy & pardon. 


W Hereas vpon hope and truſte of Gods 

goodnes and clemency thou pꝛolongeſt 
the amendment of thy life (that we may nowe 
ſpeake ſome thing againſte the ſeconde cauſe) 
thou oughteſt in no wiſe to be nfducd thereby 
ſo to do. Chꝛiſt when he came called ſinners in 
deede, but to repentance of their fozmer lyfe, 
not vnto libertie and licence to ſinne. As God 
is mercikull, ſo dooth he gracioullpe foꝛgiue, 
howbeit them that repente, not ſuch as obſti⸗ 
nately perſeuer in wickednes, Chꝛiſt bare our 
ſinnes in his body on the tree, faith S. Peter. 
I graunt it, but what addeth he? that we be⸗ 
ing delivered from ſinne, ſhould live vnto righ⸗ 
teouſnes . Chziſte gaue himſelfe fo2 vs, ſapth 
Paul wꝛiting to Titus: There is none that 


denpech that, but what foloweth in the ſame 


place? that he might redeeme vs from all ini⸗ 
quitie, and purge vs to be a pecultar people 
bnto himſelfe,zealous of good wozks. Chꝛiſt 
hath waſhed vs from our linnes in his blonde, 
as 


/ 
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as John ſaieth in hys Reuelatton . J con- 
feſſe it, but not to this ende, that we ſhould a- 
gaine defple our ſelues wyth the filthinelle 
of ſinne and wickednelſe. Te haue Chyilte an 
aduocate with the Father, howebeit, if wee 
repente our fozmer lyfe , and (o fipe vnto 


im. 

J will, chou wilt ſap, hereafter lament mine 
euill life. But how knoweſt thou whether thou 
ſhalt liue one momente longer, much leſle fo 
long while thou bewaile thy ſinnes and amend 
thy life ? Call to mind what God ſaith to that 
riche man mencioned in the Goſpell who in 
great pꝛoſperitie pꝛomiſed hiralelfe to liue pet 
manpe peeres: Thou foole, ſapeth God, this 
night will thy fetch away thy ſoule from thee. 
Thou haſte cauſe to feare leaſte the ſame haps 
pen vnto thee. J hope (thou wilt lap) it will be 
better wich me then ſo. But what if this hope 
deceiue thee ? fo here one may woꝛthely crye, 
O vapne and deceitful hope. Nowe if thys 
come to paſſe ( whiche J woulde in no wyſe 
Goulde ) thou ſhalt periſhe foz euer, and 
willinglye caſte thy ſelfe into enerlaſtinge de⸗ 
ſtruction, And thou canſt not denpe but it maye 
come 
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come to paſſe in ſo greate vncertaintye of thy 

Ipfe , What follye is it then to bzinge — 
ſaluation in doubte, by differring and pꝛo⸗ 
longinge that chinge, whereby thou maylt 
pꝛeſently pꝛouide fo2 the ſame. hy dooſte 
thou not therefoze foozthwith amende thy 
Iyfe rather then with ſo greate perill of thy 
ſaluation nouriſhe ſuch vaine and deceitfull 


ope. 
God is mercifull, thou wilt ſaye. True it 
is, but he is alſo iuſte. Whereas then thau 
truſteth in hys mercy, whp dooſt thou not alſo 
feare his iuſtice? J haue no pleaſure in the 
death of a ſinner, ſaiech the Loꝛde by the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet. It is true, but what dooth he adde by # 
by after? But that he turne from hys waye 
and lyue. Turne then vnto the Lo2de, as Joel 
exhoꝛteth, wpth all thine heart, wyth faſting, 
weepinge, and mourninge , Turne thee to the 
Lozd thy God, foz he is gracious and mer⸗ 
cifull , flowe to anger and of greate good- 
neſſe, as the ſame Pꝛophet ſapeth. Þereuns 
to make th that ſapinge of Ezechiell: Ir the 
ungodly wyll turne awap from — 
a 
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that he hath done and kepe allmp Ratucs, and 
doe the thing that is iudgemente and righte, 
doubtleſſe he (hall liue and not dye. And a fits 
tle after: Daue J any pleaſure in che death ofa 
ſinner, ſaich the Loꝛde God, ſhall he not liue if 
he returne from his wayes! To the ſame effece 
tendeth that ſaping of Eſai: Let the vngodly 
man foꝛlake his owne wapes, and the vnrigh- 
teous his owne imaginations, and turne a- 
gaine vnto the loꝛd, ſo ſhal he be merciful vnto 
him, and to our God, fo2 he is verye ready to 
foꝛgiue. The Pꝛophet declareth that God is 
gentle and mercifull, but to ſuch as repente c 
acknowledge their linnes. 

Doe thou therefoze firſt repent, returne vnto 
goodnes, aſ ke pardon of thy ſinnes with wee⸗ 
ping and mourninge, be ſozye even from thy 
heart fo2 thy offences committed, foꝛſake thine 
owne wap, and turne vnto the Lozd thy God: 
and then conceiue ſure cruſte of thy ſaluation, 
neither deſpeire of pardon, neither doubte of 
Gods goodnes and clemencye. In the meane 
feaſon remember that which our ſautour ſaith 
in the Goſpel : that there is toy in heauen fo2 
one ſinner that repenteth and turneth vnto 
God, 


Vnto Godlines. 61 
God,moze then fo2 ninetie and nine inſt men, 
which neede none amendment of like. Yea let 
this ching greatly Uirre thee vp to repent, cũ⸗ 
ſidering with thy ſelfe howe deſirous the An» 
gels are ot thy ſaluation, and how they retopce 
and be gladde at thy repentaunce. But that 
doth ſingularly wel pleaſe thee which is in the 
booke of Plalmes: The Loꝛde is good & gras« 
cious and of great mercy , But heare againe 
what ts alſo in the ſame booke : Thou hateſt 
all that woꝛke iniquitie: and again: The coun⸗ 
tenaunce ofthe Loꝛd is againlt them that doe 
euill. John (will fome man alleage) ſapth in 
this wile: Me that beleueth in the Sonne hath 
eternall Ipfe . But what doth the ſame John 
ſay mozeouer? Pe that committeth ſinne is of 
the deuill, and he that ſaith he knoweth God, 
and keepeth not his commaundements, ts a 
Iyer. John B aptcilt beareth witneſſe of Chziſt: 
Behold ſaith he, the Lambe of God, which ta⸗ 
keth away the ſinne ofthe wozlbe Brit what 
ſaith he in another place? Repent and bꝛinge 
fozth fruites woꝛthy amendment of like. Peter 
as Luke mentioneth in the Acts ſaith in chis 
ſozt:c de beleeue though the grace of y Lozd 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus Clyiſt to be ſaued. But what doth the 
ſame Peter ſap alſo in another place of p ſame 
boke? Amend pour liues therefoze turn, that 
pour linnes may be put away, Chziſt himſelfe 
faith in the Goſpel of John: God ſo loued the 
woꝛld þ he hath giuen his only begottẽ ſonne, 
that whoſoeuer beleenech in him, ſhoulde not 
periſhe but haue everlaſting life , But what 
dooth he alſo (ape in the Goſpell of Matthew: 


+ Noteuery one that ſaich vnto me,Lozd,Lozd, 


ſhall enter into p kingdome ok heauen, but he þ 
doth the will of my father which is in heaven, 
Thou beleeucſt that which Paule ſateth, that 
Chꝛiſt Jeſus came into the woꝛlde to ſaue ſin⸗ 
ners.Belecue then the ſame Paule alſo, when 
he affirmeth chat ſoꝛcerers, adulterers, whoꝛe⸗ 
mongers, murderers, theeues , extozlioners, 
couetous men, pꝛoude perſons , dzunkards, 
flaunderers,ſuch as be enutous and malicious 
ſhallnot inherite the kingdome of God, Foz if 
thou be verelye perſwaded p Paul doch ſpeake 
truely here, oz rather the holy Ghoſte by the 
mouth of Paule, thou then plainely ſeeſt, that 
thou canſt cõceiue no truſt of Gods mercy, ne- 
ther hope fo2 ſaluation fr him, as long _ 
lueft 
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liueſt wickedly and vngodlily. Fox faith as it 
learneth out of p Goſpel þ God is gracious & 
mercitul to chem prepentyſo doth it alſolearn 
that he is angry g oſtended w them that obſti⸗ 
nately perſeuer in ſinne. There is no cauſe thẽ, 
that thou ſhouldeſt vpon hope truſte of Gods 
fauour & pardon, pꝛolong the amendment of 
thy life, ſo deceiue thy ſelfe.Repent firſt, a re⸗ 


turn into Þ right wap, & che be bold to pzomile 


to thy ſelfe largely of Gods clemency & mercy. 
Nou as none can well repent, but he y hopeth 
foꝛ pardon, as Ambꝛoſe hath truely ſaid: ſo he 
can not hope foꝛ any pardon, who doth not vn⸗ 
feinedly te pent. I wil mozeouer adde hereunto 
ſomewhat out of p booke of Jeſus the ſonne of 
Sirach befoze I pꝛocede any further: Say not. 
ſaith he, I haue ſinned, what euill hath come 
bnto me? Foz » Almighty is a pacient rewar⸗ 
der, but he wil not leauc thee vnpuniſhed. Be⸗ 
cauſe thy ſinne is foꝛgiuen, be not wcut feare 
to heape ſinne vpon ſine: neither ſay, j mercy 
at God is great, he will fozgiue mp manifold 
ſinnes. Fo? like as he is mercifull,ſo goeth 
wꝛath from him allo, and his indignation cont» 
mech down bpon ſinners. Make no tarping ta 
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bzeake fozth,and in tume o 
deſtroy thee. Thus much ſaith Jeſus che lonne 


of Spꝛach. 
which we 


Remedies againſt the third cauſe fo 
prolonge the reforming fe whucn 
vyas ſayde to be t 
of ſinninge· 


B Ut the cuſtome of ſinning doth hinder the? 
that thou canſte not returne vntd goodnes 
moſt nly it commeth 


ainte thy will 
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leit, which hauing bin long vled hath in conti⸗ 
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nde moderatlye. who 
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gold and other pꝛecious oznaments? It mine 
needes be, that accoꝛding to the cuſtome, dꝛun 
kennes do with ſoꝛcible pꝛouokements allure, 
pꝛyde puffe vp, wꝛach inflame, extoꝛſion dil⸗ 
quiet , crueltte pꝛicke foꝛ warde, ambitton ves 

ligbt, luſt cary headlong. ec. So that it ſe meth 
very hard by any meanes to ouercome the cu⸗ 
ſtome of linning, which is nowe almoſt turned 
into nature. * 
Dowbcit thou muſte notwichſkanding ende⸗ 
deuour to doe it, if thou haſte anpe care of thy 
ſaluation, But by what me anes thou wilt de⸗ 
maunde? Jfbp little and little good cuſkome 
ſhaketh of þ which euill cuſtome hath bzoughe 
in: If that which euill cuſfome hach as it were 
ingraffed,by good cuſtome thou doe endeuoz 
to plucke vp. Now nothing is ſo difficulte and 
hard as Seneca ſaith, which the minde of man 
tan not ouercome. That therefoze thou mapſte 
ouer come the foꝛce of cuſtome wbich is almoſt 
inuincible, there is mote neede of a certaine 
willingnes of mind then of ſtriuing and laboz: 
although thou mult add theſe allo, if thou wilt 
weaken,plucke vp, and as it were quite roote 
Hut that whiche hach taken dee pe roote and 1 
5 E. firiti 


— 


— — 


66 1 x | | 
firmelp fixed. Goe to therefoze with a good 
courage, begin and doe thine endeuour with a 


Pl 

- good hope, truſting eſpectally to the aſſiſtance 

| of God, x thou ſhalt haue pꝛoſperous ſucteſle. 

At þ firſt perhaps when thou dooſt begin, that 

e long continued cuſteme of ſinning will ſeeme 

14 | | vnto thee euen inuincible: but when thou com⸗ 
n meſt to the tryall, thou ſhalt ſoone percetue, | 
1 that that which was ſuppoſed coulde not bee | 
1 ] done without great difficultie, is not a matter 6 
HER ſo troubleſome oz hard as thou hadſt thoughte. 1 
T6 | Do doth it fall out oftentimes, that indoinge tr 
| ; we linde that light and eaſpe, which in the be» k; 
1 | ginning ſeemed heauie and harde . Byteflye bt 
7 | . whereas that excellent Pocg ſayde ofthe com⸗ ch 
1 -panions of Pneſthcus. f pl 
1 * "They proſper wel:tliey able are becauſe they ſo do ſeme ele 
| Trutt without all donbtinge that it ſhalbe ſo J 
| | g with thee allo. Oncly (as J haut ſayde) go to wit 
[ with a good courage, and an aſſured hope of ke 
| | | p2oſperous fitccefle,and che'eridcuonr and care — 
1 to line godlily will daylye moꝛe and moze lie — 
. and delight thee, and vertue will meruelouſlye no 1 
11 allure thee tu lone it, then which (as one truelp lauut 
0% | kaith) there is nothing moze fayꝛe, nothingt th10z 


| moze 
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mote beautiful, nothing moze amiable, Finab 


Iye thou wilt neuer ceaſe to retoyce on thine 
owne behalte, to2 that thou haſte begun to re» 
- fozme and amend thy maners: fo greate pleas 
ſure wilt thou take hereof , and datlye moze 
fruite and moꝛe. And thou wilt without doubts 
nowe conkeſſe that to be true which our Lowe 
and Saniour Jeſus Chziſte ſaiech in the Gals 
pell of Matthew: Bp poke is caſpe, and mp 
burden is lighte . Pereunto maketh- that 
whiche Jerome laicth in a certaine place: Os 
uermuche cuſtome of linning, laieth he, ma⸗ 
keth the waye to vertue harde and gricuous, 
but il this cuſtome bre contrariwiſe altered, 
the waye to godlineſſe is founde playne and 
pleaſaunt. Thus ſaieth he no leſſe truely then 
elegantly. 
Ir ſo be þ Stilpho the philoſopher, as Cicero 
witneſſeth, voht he was enclined both to dꝛun⸗ 
kennes # lechery, did ſo not with tandinge by 


learning, byidle and repꝛeſle his vicious na ⸗ 


ture, that no man euer ſawe hym dzunken, 
no man euer ſawe anpe appearaunce of vn- 
lawfull luſte in hym: why mayſte not thou 
chzough Gods helpe a alliſtance bp litle and 
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haue receiued pour conſolation. Mo be to you 
that are full;foz ye ſhal hunger. To be to'you 
that nowe laugh: foz pe ſhall wayle and wepe. 
Neither lette that departe aut of their mpnde 
which is ſapde to the riche man in the Goſpek 
Thou foole,this night wpll they fetche awaye 
thy ſoule from thee, Let them remember alſo 
thoſe thinges which we haue ſpoken of befoze, 
concerning them whom che flood ſuddenly de⸗ 
ſtroyed when they looked fo2 nothing leſle : of 
them which periſhed in Sodom by fpzefrom 
beauen : ofthe rich men whom the ſeruaunt of 
God D. James biddeth weepe and houle fox 
the miſeries that ſhall come vpon themꝛalſo of 
the rich man mencioned in Luke, which was 
clothed in pur ple and fared deliciouſly euer pe 
day, who being dead is tomiented in bell kyꝛe. 
Let vs then ſhake of all carnall ſecuritie: Let 
vs not foꝛget God in our pꝛoſperitie: Let vs 
fcare the wꝛath of the eternall Judge, befoze 
whole tribunall ſeate we muſt all ſtand, and e- 
uery one fo2 himſelfe pleade his owne cauſe, 
his conſcience accuſing him, being witneſſe of 
all things that he hath done either well oz ill, 
It molt commonly commeth to paſle , that 
E.3. pꝛolperi⸗ 
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onaſperiti puffeth vp mens mindes,that ſuch 
as flow in welth wax inſolent and pꝛoude, that 
riches make men ſtoute and ſtately. Let vs 
therefoze alwapes ſuſpecte and miſtruſte our 
good foꝛtune and pꝛolperitic: let vs againe e 
again take hede that tempoꝛall telicitie be not 
cauſe vnto vs ofeternall miſery and deſtructi⸗ 
on. What muſt we then doe? Paule in fewe 
woꝛds declarech in his firſte epiitle to the Co⸗ 
rinchians: It rematneth ſaith he, bꝛethꝛen, that 
thep: which haue wines be, as though they had 
none. and they þ weepe, as thoughe they wept 
not:and they þ reiopce,as though they reioiced 
not:and they that buy, as thoughe they poſlel- 
ſed not: & they that vſe this wozld as thought 
they vſed it not:foꝛ 5ᷣ faſhion of this wozld go- 
eth away. The Apoſtle ſheweth here, v there 
ought tobe none 02 very litle care of wiues,of 
pꝛoſperitie oꝛ aduerſity,of welth + riches,final- 
lv ok all cerrene and earthlpe thinges:but our 
chiete and almoſt onely care oughte to be of es 
ternall  heauenlp things. Not without cauſe 
doth Paul bid Timothee charge them that be 
rich, chat they be not high minded, and þ they 
trult not in vncertain riches but in the _ ge 

od 
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God. And Dayid in þ booke af plalmes ſaith. 
At riches wereale, ſet not pour hart chetyn. Kl 
ches axe not candeymed,which euen the godlp, 
haue often polleſled, but truſte which is repos 
ſcy in riches, toutaes & inſolẽcy which come 
meth by them. Foz riches and pꝛoſperitie are 
wont foz þ moſt part to make men ſkaut # lofty 
whereupon is þ laping in a certain commody, 
becauſe they haue gotten a litle mony they are 
become high minded. Let him cherefoze þ is 
melthy & rich, and who in all his affaires hath 
pꝛoſperous ſucceſſe, both giue thãks vnto god, 
& take good heede » he become not inſolẽt and 
pꝛoud:let him put no truſte 02 alliance in his 
foʒtunate eſtate:let him haut an eſpeciall care, 
leſt a certain ſecuritie creping,vpon him (as 
it commoulp cũmeth to paſſe) he fozget Godt 
let him beware that he become not yoide of all 
ſenſe of Gods math againſte ſinne, ſo that a 
carnal careleſues poſſeſſe his minde, & he wax 
altogether ſlachfyl and fluggiſhe, Unleſſe he 
diligent, heede. of chele thinges, it is to 
be feared aſluredlp, leaſt that, reſting in h 
pelent pꝛoſperitie, be be caried awaye with 


a falſe and vapne joye : and leaſt flacteringe 
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vimſelle with hope that his good loz tune (hall 
long continue, and hauing caſt ofthe feare of 
God, deach come vppon him in the meane ſea» 
fon in this his ſecuritie : ſoꝛ the laſte dape of 
mans life is then moſt commdbly wont to come 

when it is lraſt looked fo, 
Let always therefoze this ſapinge of the A- 
poſtſe be befoze the eyes of our minde: When 
chep ſhall ſap,peace and ſafetie, then ſhall ſud⸗ 
n deſtruction come bpon them. Wherefoze 
let vs not ſlerpe, as Paul admoniſheth, but let 
bs be vigilant and ſober. Let vs not ſap, Wee 
Hall haue prace, and no euif{ ſhall come vnto 
vs: neither let vs ſap as they whom the Pꝛo⸗ 
pet Eſap ſpeaketh ol: Qe haue made a co- 
ficnannt wich death, and with hell are we at as 
&reement : and thoughe there goe fozth a ſoze 
plague, it hall not come vnto vs. Pany teſti · 
monies ot Gods wiath aga inſte ſinne may be 
ſwunve here and there in the wiitinges of the 
2 and Apoſtles, manye examples of 
fe panifhment of the wicked, which enerye 
one reading to his own comoditie, map be mo- 
tied therebp to ſhake of that ouermuch ſecurity 
dohich ts ebmmonly incident to men in p = 
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ol pꝛoſperitie. I mpnde not here to rehearſe 
them all, leaſt J ſhoulde be too long and tedi⸗ 
ous . Let vs alwapes haue befoze our epes 
thole thinges which Poles mentioneth came 
to paſle in the fozmer ages of the woꝛlo, con» 
cerninge the deſtruction of mankinde by the 
flood, concerning the cities of Sodom # Go« 
moꝛthe howe they were conſumed to aſhes by 
fire from heauen : alſo thoſe thiuges which ht- 
ſtoꝛies boch ſacred and pꝛophane declare of the 
molt grievous and often calamities of che 
people of Tſraell,how they were often caried 
captiue of Barbarous nations, fo: the neglect 
of pietie and godlines: Finally thoſe thinges 
whiche wee reade of che vtter deſtruction and 
ruine ofthe citie of Jeruſalem . Fo all theſe 
thinges are witten (as Paule ſaieth to the 
Coꝛinthians) to admoniſh vs vpon whom the 
ends ofthe woꝛld are come , Now how God 
bath often puniſhed all ſoztes of men fot ſinne, 
ft woulde be longe as J haue ſayd and neeve- 
leſſe to rehearſe : J will ſpeake onely of one 
for examples ſake, 

When chat noble king Dauid, whom Gov 
dearely loued, at ſuche time as being _ 
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idle he liued in great pꝛoſperitie, had fallen in» 
to adulterye, and had encreaſed the (ame ot⸗ 
fence by the murder of an innocent man, wych 
what niſeriea, and calamities was he not af 
flicted of God, euen alter that hauing acknows 
ledged his linne and repented, he was reſtozed 
to Gods accuſtomed grace and fatour? Fo) 
God puniſhed him with the death of his (onne 
newly bome, with the conſpiracie of the ſonne 
againſt the father, with his ſoxrowfull flighte 
out of the citie of Jeruſalem , with the fo2- 
cing of his coucubines by hys owne Sonne, 
with che reuolting of the people from him, li 
nally with greate moztalitte and death of hys 
citizens. Do great and hozrible is the wꝛach 
of God againſte ſinne. Il a man ſo holy dyd 
not ſcape vnpuniſhed fo; his ſinne committed, 
no not when Hee had obteyned pardon, and 
was reconciled into Gods fauour , as in the 
hyſtqpe of the Kinges is declared: Powe 
thinkeſt thou will it fall out with others,wha 
are nothinge at all greeued and troubled ta 
minde foz their linnes , but doe lecurelpe of- 
fende and heape one ſinne vppon another, fi- 
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in wickednes ? Let vs therfoze ſhake of 400 
fulnes,s that carnal & care leſſe ſecurity which 
commonly commeth vpon vs tn p time of pꝛoſ⸗ 
peritie:Lec vs liue in the feare ofthe Loꝛd, and 
with feare and tremblinge pꝛocure our ſalua⸗ 
tion: let vs not ſuffer our ſelues to be entan⸗ 
gled with the allurements ofthe fleſhe: let vg 
by continual pꝛaier reſiſt ſatans tẽtations. And 
thus much ſhal ſuflize concerning this poynt. 


Remedies againſt the fift cauſe for which 
man prolongeth the amend- 
ment of his lyfe. 


Ow to ſpeake of ſuch as being led with 

hope of long life,vodifferre the amends 
ment of their maners, theſe doe willingly de- 
teiue themſelues: and of that which they exce⸗ 
dingly deſire they haue a vain hope, and doe 
fondly dꝛeame, and ſo they wittingly and wil⸗ 
lingly periſh,being aliue and beholding their 
ſtate they be in, then which no follp can be lain 
to be greater. It theſe be nothing moued with 
thoſe things, which wiſe mẽ, yet no pꝛoleſſoꝛs 
of Chziſtian religion , haue commited to 
wiitinge concerninge the ſhoꝛtneſſe and vn⸗ 
tertaintie of chys lyle, as is that of one who 
lapd 
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if chat man a is buble, and of another who 
taſleth him a dꝛeame of a ſhadowe: at the leaſt 
let þ man beloued of God, holy Job J mea: e, 
moue them, who ſapth that man hath here bat 
a ſhoꝛte time to liue: Let the ſeruaunt of God 
S. James moue them, who ſapth that mans 
life is as a vapour, that appearech foꝛ a little 
time and then vaniſheth away: Let him that 
cannot lye,the Sonne of God, our Lozde and 
Sautour Jeſus Chziſt,moue them, who bid⸗ 
deth vs watch, becauſe we knowe neither the 
daye no? the houre: Finally let experience it 
ſelle moue them, ik thou thinke that to be moze 
tertaine. Thou ſitteſt often with thy friends, 
being licke oz dileaſev,and lying without hope 
of recouerp, thou art ſometimes pꝛeſente with 
them that giue vp the ghoſte, thou heareſt the 
groninges of them that dye, thou ſeeſt the dead 
carfed foꝛth, thou alſo doſt accompany them to 
burping, thou ſeeſt che bodyes committed to 
the earth, chou heareſt men lament the death of 
their freendes, thou readeſt Epitaphs and ins 
ſcriptions oftombes, thou meeteſt them that 
meare mourninge apparell:all which thinges 
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ofthe ſhoꝛtnes of this life,and of death that is 
day!p imminent. 

Ik che death ol trangers doe nothing moue 
vs, pet let the death dk our familiers ; neighs 
bours moue vs : let our owne perils in whiche 
we often are, & the gricuous diſeaſes that we 
fall into moue vs: and where as wee conſider 
not our infirmitie by the cxample of others, let 
vs at the leſt by our own weakeneſſe acknow: 
ledge the imbecilitie and frailtie of mankind, 
and of our common nature, Thich if we ſhall 
do, we ſhal then perceine that there is no cauſe 
why we ſhould flatter our ſelues with a vaine 
and falſe hope of long lite. But, will ſome man 
ſap, I may in olde age amende mp life and res 
pent : in the meane ſeaſon J will take mp pleas 
ſure, J heare this:but who certenlye knoweth 
that he hall line vntill olde age? Dooſte thou 
thinke that it wilbe in thy power to repeme 
when thou wilt, who nowe neglecteſt and pꝛe⸗ 
termitteſt the time and occaſion of the ſame 
being offered * Thou art deceiued truly, thou 
art deceined J ſay, if thou ſo dooſt thinke. God 
of his goodnes whereby he deſireth rather the 
amendment then deſtruction ol a ſinner,when 
it 
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it ſremeth good vnto him, callech thee to repT- 
taunce, and (as he ſapth in the reuelation) he 
ſcandeth at the yoze & knocketh: open thou to 
him knocking, heare him calling thee, and whi⸗ 
ther he calleth followe thou: deſpiſe not the ri⸗ 
ches of his bountifulnes and lenitie, leaſt after 
thine hardnes and heart that can not repente, 
thou heape Unto thy ſelfe wꝛath againſte the 
day of wꝛath, as aul ſaith writing to the Ro⸗ 
mancs , Remember what the lame Paule 
ſayth tothe Cozinthians : Cle beſeeche pou 
(ſaich he) chat pe receiue not the grace of God 
in vatne. Foz he ſapth : J haue heard chece in a 
time accepted, and in vᷣ dap of ſaluation haue J 
ſurcoured thee:behold now the accepted time, 
behold now the day of ſaluation. The Apoſtle 
ſheweth here, p the time of repentinge being 
offered of God, is not to be neglected, ⁊ that 
the like occaſion is not alwayes ginen „ Peres 
unto pertainech that layinge to the Galathi⸗ 
ans : CClhile we haue time, let vs woꝛke that 
which is good. And one of the auncients ſayde 
not amiſſe: Me þ hath pꝛomiſed pardon to the 
penitent, hath not graunted ſo much as moz. 
row to him that diſſemblech, Take hede _ 

de, 
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fore, leaſte by pꝛolonginge the amendment of 
thy maners, and that vpon hope of long lÞfe, 
thou da wittingly + willingty tempt the Loꝛd 
whole goodnes inuiteth thee vnto repẽtante: 
which we are foꝛbidden to do by Þ commande⸗ 
ment of God. as is declared in Deuteronomie. 
It doth not lelbome happen, that in the time 
of contending x bzawling, of playing, ok dꝛin⸗ 
king and tipling ſome is ſuddenly ſlaine, ſo 
that he can not repent fot his ſinne, when as 
wee in the meane ſeaſon by the ſingular bene⸗ 
fite of God haue time and ſpace graunted to 
returne vnto goodnes. Let vs not then abuſt 
this ſo greate goodnes of our moſte gracious 
God, who doth as it were lookefo? occaſt ones 
take pitie vpon bs. Let vs amende our lyf#, 
leſt that being ſuddenly pꝛeuented w the day of 
death, we ſecke ſpace to repent,# can not ſynde 
the ſame. And trinly he hath pꝛomiſed pards 
to þ penitent (as J ſapd euen now, but it muſt 
be eftſones repeted) hath nat granted ſo much 
as the moꝛow to him that coninnech in ſing, 
But þ ſinnet, wil ſome man lay, may repent 
& fite vnto God fo2 mercy, when he lieth nowe 
villted w ſickne g. In dede it is not to be denied 
but that 
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that this may be: but marke howe manpe im 
pediments be heare, which can ſcarce be ouer- 
come. Fo to omit che regarde which he ought 
to haue to make his laſt will and teſtamente, 
the care of his wife and childzen, the griefe of 
his ſicknes, and ſuch like, which ſeeme per⸗ 
haps of ſmall impoztance : Dowe will Satan 
at that time beſturre himſelfe, what meanes 
will he not attempte, that he map dꝛiue mile- 
rable man to deſpepze of his ſaluation be- 
cauſe of his innumerable ſinnes committed? 
Foꝛ then eſpe cially, if euer, he putteth in thy 
mind what ſoeuer euil thou haſt thzoughe thy 
whole life from thy childhood either thought, 
willed, ſayd, oz done, and thoie offences that 
be otherwiſe greenous of themſclucs , he en · 
creaſeth and amplifieth : Finallye he goeth a · 
bout by all meanes to take from man all hope 
of pardon, and to dziue him to deſpeire of hyg 
ſaluation becauſe ofthe multitude and great- 
nes of his ſinne. Mercunto may be added the 
remozſe of a guilty conſcience, the great feare 
of death being nowe befoze mans eyes, the ſoꝛ · 
rowfull and bitter cogitation of the tribunall 
ſeate ofthe Loꝛd. p terroz of Gods 3 
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which doe ſoze amaze and aſtoniſh, the hozroz 
of hell fire: but who can rchearle all the impe ; 
dunents, and all che cauſes w!,ich will hinder 
thee that thou canſt not thinke of repenting? 

Doe not therefoze, doe not J ſap, if thou bee 
wile,vifferre the amendment ol thy lyfe vntill 
the laſt day thereof, Foz this is a thing full of 
perill and daunger. That J map not adde here 


vnto, that ſuch repentance, foꝛalmuch as it is 


vꝛged by neceſſitie, # foꝛced with feare or hell, 
rather then pꝛoceding from a ready willing⸗ 
nes of mind, ſhal little pꝛeuaile vnto ſaluation. 
But there is no repẽtance to late be foꝛe God. 
J confeſſe it is true in deede: fo in what hour 
ſo euer a ſinner repenteth, God will no moze 
remember any of his iniquities: and (as che 
192ophec ſaith in another place) The Lom des 
ſireth the repentaunce of a ſinner, rather then 
his death and deſtruction, But what if ſudden 
death come vppon thee vnawares, that chou 
ſhalt haue no time tol2ment thy ſinne , oz to 
thinke of repenting! Fox that whiche mapt 
chance to all, is to be looked fo of all; Call to 
mynde the ſudden deſtruction of them who pes 
riched by the fall of che "I Siloam, 1 
$3] 0 4 
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it is in Luke. Nhat it thou be ſuddenly taken 
with ſuch a diſeaſe o2 ſickneſſe, that thou ſhale 
loſe thy right vnderſtandinge and fall into ras 
uing and madnes, which we haue ſcene often⸗ 
times to haue come to paſſe? Nowe if this 
chaunce (as vndoubtedly it map ) that hope co 
repent which the ſinner had in pꝛolonging the 
amendment ofhis life, is then vtterlp truſtrate 
and vaypne. That which may come to others, 
may alſo come to thee : thinke not thy ſelfe ex · 
empt from that which is conunon to all. Fox 
true is that ſaping of Publius: It maꝝ chance 
to euery one that map chaunce to any. 

Caſt of therfoze hope of long life, then which 
nothing aſluredly is moze vaine and deceicfull; 
doc not dꝛeame that thou ſhalte haue oppoztus 
nitie, neither appoint the time when thou wilt 
repent: Finally doe not with this ſo vapne 
bope further thy folly oz rather madnes in dit. 
ferting the amendment of thy life. Ik chou be 
wiſe,repent at that time when thou canſt pet 
ſinne. Fo2 iftheu purpoſe then to repent, when 
thou canſt now ſinne no mae, ſurely thou haſt 
not foꝛſaken ſinne, but ſinne hath foꝛſaken 
thce:Pozeouer it is to be feared, leſt * wy 
I i 
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which wilt not repent when chou mayſt, halte 
not be able, when thou wouldeſt. Foz the iudg⸗ 
ments of the omnipotent God are vnſearcha⸗ 
ble in puniſhing the ſinnes of men. As God of 
his goodnes and clemencye , is wont to gine 
ſpace to repent, to them that be willing there» 
bnto,and ready and fit to recciue merep, and 
in the nicane ſeaſon co ſuffer iuners with 
much patience and lenitie, til thep returne vn- 
to goodnes: ſa uh he leech one deſperatly dif 
ſolut aud naught, deluding Gods long ſuffe- 
rance, and nowe woꝛthy of deſtruction, he cea⸗ 
ſeth any moꝛe to kepe him from falling into vo 
luntarp perdition and (as the Scripture ſpea« 
keth) he blindeth the deſperate, and bardneth 
the obſtinate: neither looketh he any moe fo2 
his connerſion, neither giueth to the condem · 
ned time to repent 02 occaſion to amend, Fo 
God hath appointed eucry one his dap & mea⸗ 
ſure, beyond which neither can man pꝛocede in 
ſinning, neither wil God any longer differ the 
puniſhment of ſinne. Thich thing ſurly ought: 
woꝛthely to ſtirre vp al without delay to rept, 
and to endeuoꝛ to receiue Þ grace offered vnto 
them. But ſeeing we haue ſpoken ſufficiently 
F. 2. hereof 
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hereof, we willnowe pzoccede to ſpeake of os 
ther matters, 


Remedies againſt the ſixt cauſe for vvhich many 
inthe Papacie differte and neglecte the 
reforming of their life, 


Hach as differre the amendment of their life 

vpon confidence in popiſh pardons and tn- 
dulgences, doe, as the pꝛouerbe is, trulte to a 
bꝛoken ſtaffe, and leane to a rutnous wall: as 
allo they that wozſhip S. Barbarte, and they 
that pꝛouide that they map bee buried in D. 
Fraunces habit. Foz what is there any where 
in the whole Scripture concerninge thele try- 
fles? IAhat in the volumes ofthe olde Teſta⸗ 
ment? What in the bookes of the Pꝛophets? 
pat in the doctrine ofthe Goſpell * What 
in the wiitings of þ Apoſtles? Finally which 
of theſe thinges was eyther inthe Pꝛimatiue 
Church obſerucd,o2 by the true general iudg⸗ 
ment and conſent of the Churche at all times 
receiued and allowed as pꝛofitable to ſaluatid, 
much lelle as neceſlary? Ve therefoze that la⸗ 
menteth not his ſinne beloze his death, can not 


obtaine ſalaation albctt he be furniſhed euen 
| with 
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with a thouſande popiſhe pardons and bulles; 
TUAherefo e vnleſle thou wilt bzing thy ſalun; 
tion in doubt, omitting theſe trifles, repent thy 
euill life: reknowledge thy ſinne, and be harte 
lye ſozye and greatlye gre eued fo2 the ſame; 
with earneſt pꝛayer and teares crate mersye 
of God, and flye fo2 ſuccour and refuge to 
onelp merites of Chziſt, with a firme faith any 
aſſured hope to obtaine Gods grace and fauo2 
toꝛ Chꝛiſt his ſake, whom the father hath giuen 
to death foꝛ vs: So will if come to paſſe that 
God will take pitie vppon thee, fo2giue thy 
ſinnes , and receiue thee into fauour fo hys 
ſonnes ſake. Fo? he is our aduocate with god, 
who maketh interceſſid fox vs, and reconcileth 
and pacifieth our heauenly father being offen- 
ded at our ſinne and wickednes, as John in 
his firſt Epiſtle generall teachetb. 

Caſt of ther eſoꝛe all regard of popiſhe in · 
dulgentes, of that ſuperſtitious woꝛſhip of DS, 
Barbarie, and of the habit and clothing of S, 
Fraunces,bp which thinges no man can haue 
any hope to obtain ſaluation. Flie vnto Chil 
himſelke, who is our mediatoꝛ and aduocate, 
as J haue lapd, the 3 grace, che recon- 
3. ciliation 
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ion fo2 the ſinnes of þ woꝛlde, che Lambe 
which was ſlaine from the beginning of the 
wozlo:bꝛicfly our righteouſnes,ſanctification, 
and redemption, as the Apoſtle ſaiech to the 
Coꝛinthiang. 17 

Doe not then (that J map returne to my 
ſe) doe not I (aye, pꝛolong che amends 
ment and re faq mation of thy maners truſtinge 
to indulgences and other ſuch crifles ,eſpectal- 
lye in (ſuch ſhoꝛtnes of chis life ; the houre of 
mo certain death being ſo vncertain. Thich 
denth loꝛaſmuch as it is daply imminent, by 
teaſon of the vncertaine chaunces , which be 
ineident vnto vs may cuen at this verp inſtant 
come vpon thee vnlooked foz:ſurely hy reaſon 
of the ſhoztnes of pur life as it is ſaide of one 
it can neuer be farre of, Mowe daungercus a 
thing is it then to live in that ſtate, in which if 
ſunden death ouertake thee , there is no moꝛe 
hope of thy (aluation? 'That thou mapſt auoip 
this daunger ;; ſee thou alwapes liue godlilp, 
acknowledge chy ſinnes, flie humbly to God 
ko mercp, aſ ke pardon and fozgiuenes , and 
thzoughe Chzilte hope and looke foz ſaluation 


from God. Reſoyt alſo often to the — 
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of Gods woꝛd, and aſke of chem godly "OR. 
tions and ſpirituall comfozte, - And that thou 
mayſt be ſtirred vp to remember the pꝛomiſes 
concerning remiſſion of ſinne, and be moꝛe e 
moe confirmed concerning the good wyll of 
God towarde vs, come often to the Loꝛdes 
table, and as Chziſte hath inſtituted, feede of 
that body which was once offered fo2 » ſinnes 
of mankinde,and dꝛinke that blood which was 
ſhed fo2 the remiſſion ofour ſinnes 2 and ſo bes 
ing mindfull of the Lozds death, giue heartye 
thanks to God fo) ſo great benefices, and ling 
hymnes and pꝛayſes vnto him both pꝛiuatiy 
with thy ſelfe at homt, and publikely in _ al⸗ 
ſembiy of the faith full abzoade, 


A moſt fruitful admonition to a» 
void cull company. 


Xo» (that J may goe fo ward to other 
matters) endeuo as much as thou may 
atwayes to ſener thy ſelfe from the companxe 
of the wicked, and to aſſociare thy ſelle at 
neere as can be wyth the vertudus and gov» 
Ive. And (as one admoniſheth ) bee con“ 
uerſnunt with ſuehe as may make thee better, 
5.4. admit 
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admit ſuch into thy companye as thou mayſte 
amende. It is a matter of no {mal impoztance 
whoſe familtaritie thou vſeſt,and with whom 
thou dailyltueſt. Fo2 as we are infected with p 
company of þ wicked, as with a certen contas 
gion: ſo by dayly living together with the vers 
tuous and ſuch as feare God, we are almoſte 
refoꝛmed and amended. Be therefoze familier 
and a frend with theſe latter: as fo2 the other 
tchinke thou onghteſt to haue nothinge to doe 
wich them. The ſame doch Salomon com: 
maund in his Pꝛouerbs. Paule alſo wiiting to 
the Coꝛ inthians, doch ſo earneſtly dehozt from 
the companye and ſocietie of the wicked in all 
thinges, that he will not haue vs ſo muche as 
to reſoꝛt to the table with them: Ik anye that 
is called a other be a foznicatour , 02 coue⸗ 
tous, oꝛ a woꝛſhipper of Idoles, oz a rayler, oz 
a-dunkard,o2 an excozſioner : with him thet is 
ſuch ſee that pee eate not. There be in deed? 0s 
ther cauſes, J graunt,whp he will haue ſuck to 
be auoyded, eicher leſt we ſhoulde ſeeme to al 
lowe their lewdnes and wickednes „ 02 that 
ſuch,when thep ſee all men ſhunne their com ⸗ 
panpe, map be aſhamed and amende: but = 
thi 
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this is not one ofthe ſmalleſt cauſes, le aſt the 
contagion of their vices ſhoulde infect others, 
if any haue familiaritie with them. Foz as a 
lictle leuen leuenech a greate lumpe of dough, 
ſb oftentimes the example of one dooth marre 
and inkect a great number. 

Nome alchoughe it be in deede difficult an 
hard to fogſake the aquaintance and familtari⸗ 
tie of them, wich whũ thou haſt long lined de⸗ 
lightfully and pleaſantly,thou muſt notwyth⸗ 
ſtanding with might and maine attempte the 
ſame, and verye diligentlye endeuour to ſeque⸗ 
ſter and ſeuer thy ſelfe from the companye of 
ſuch.Onelp be willing and earneſt in the mat⸗ 
ter, and without doubte it wil goe better foꝛ⸗ 
ward then thou lookeſt fox, And becaule accoꝛ · 
ding to the greeke p2ouerbe, the beginning is 
balfe of the whole, and again, as Poꝛace ſaith, 
he that hath well begunne, hath halte done:ſee 
in any caſe thou doe beginne, and doubt nat of 
the ſutceſſe by conſidering the difficultie , Ik 
(as it commonly falleth.out) thou doe eftſones 
thinke vppon the feaſtes,merp meetings, and 
ſuch other vatne and fond velights which thou 
haſt had with them: it thou often euen 92 
c p 


90 
thy will remember thy mery mates and cont- 
pantons , ſee thou doe then foꝛthw ich call to 
mynde the ſhoꝛtneſſe of this Ipfe , death that 
hangeth ouer our heads euery hourr, che laſte 
iudgement, che tribunall ſeate ofthe Loꝛd, hell 
fire and eternall condemnation: and ſo (as the. 
ſaying is) dꝛiue out one nayle wich another. Tf 
thou call to mind theſe thinges 5 and do thus 
ſpeake with thy ſelfe: Thy felowes & pleaſaunt 
companians inuite thee vnto them, ſuppers, 
dinners and mery meetings allure thee, what 
doe J? It thou doe earneſtly ſay this with thy 
ſelfe, what doe N? then reaſon after a ſoꝛt gas 
thering her ſtrength, will ſubdue ty deſire, 
and thy will wpll peelde to reaſon exhoꝛting to 
that which is beſt. Take therfoze time (as I 
haue ſapde) to thinke vpon thele thinges, and 
deale aduiſedly in chem when any (ach thinge 
come into thy minde by the ſuggeſtion of Sa» 
tan, caſt of all rennſſenes ofnpnd, neither dor 
ſtraighte giue place to thy deſire , noꝛ runne 
whither the deuill would dꝛiue there. Doe the 
companyons inuite thee'to dzinke and make 
mery with them: See thou then cal to mynde 
that which our Sauioz ſaith in a certen Mates 
a 
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Take heede ( ſaith he) that pour heartes be 
not ouercome with ſurketzing e dzunkennes, 
Alſo that which Paule ſaieth : Be not dzunke 
with wine wherein is exceſſe: and again dꝛun⸗ 
kerds and gluttons ſhal not inherite the kings 
dome ol heauen. Allo that which Peter ſaieth; 
Be ſober and vigilant: mozeouer that ſaying 
of Eſapas:c oe be vnto chem that riſe vp ear · 
ly to folow dꝛunkennes. Remember that thou 
muſt obep the authozicie of God and his Apo⸗ 
ſtles, rather then follow the will of wicked mT; 
and that thou muſt yeld vnto reaſon exhoꝛting 
vnto that which is beſt, rather then conſent ta 
the deuill mouing thee to that which is woꝛſt: 
finally that thou muſte rather reſiſt that euill 
ſpirice,then grieue the holp ſpirite of God. Do 
not therefoze,doe not (I (ape) runne to thy rus 
ine and deſtruction fo2 the pleaſant companye 
of thy companiong, but to the bttermoſt of thy 
power , ſequeſter thp ſelle from them, and let 
etetnall ſaluation be moze deere and pꝛe⸗ 
cious vnto thee,then a ſhozte de 
lighte of wozldly tope 
and pleaſure, 
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A right pithie and profitable exhor- 
tau on to ſorſake vice and im- 
brace vettue. 


A Gaine and againe thinke thus wich thy 
ſelfe, (chat J may nowe come to the laſte 
poynt) that he doth not truely repent, neyther 
is, oꝛ may be counted a Chyiſtian, who contt- 
nueth in finne and wickednes , neither that 
there is anye true faith in him, who linneth a⸗ 
gainſt his conſcience, and committech an hey · 
nous offence, Let vs not therefoze be Chꝛiſti⸗ 
ans in name onelp, being karre ol from p thing 
it ſelfe: neither let vs boaſt of faith in wozdes 
alone, but let vs truly and vnfepnedlp repente, 
let vs turne to God with all our heart: let vs, 
not truſting to our owne ſtrength , but to the 
helpe and aſſiſtance of God, endeuour to re- 
forme vice by vertue,alwapes to line godlily, 
tuſkly,innocently,vp2ightly,holily, chaſtlp,ſo- 
berly,temperatelp, p2ofitably to che Churche 
of God ; friendly co the life of man, and (as 
Paule ſaith) as it becommech che Golpell of 
Chziſte. 
Let vs mozeouer dayly deſire ot our heauẽly 
father 
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father by our Loꝛd and ſauiour Teſus Chiilt, 
that he will giue vnto vs his holy ſpirite, who 
map gouern.guide, teach, ſanctiſie, rayſe vp, 
com foꝛt and quicken vs: foꝛ Chaiſte in the gol⸗ 
pell hach pꝛomiſed that his heauenlpe father 
will giue the ſame ſpirite vnto vs if we by har⸗ 
ty pꝛayer al ke it of him. And let vs not reſiſte 
the holy Ghoſt, by peelding to our wicked des 
ſires againſt our conſcience, neither let vs exe 
pell oꝛ grecue him, that I map vſe the woꝛd of 
the Apoſtle Paul. Let vs walke in neweneſſe 
of life, let vs not ſcrue ſinne, let vs giue vp our 
bodyes a liuing latriſice, holy, acceptable vnto 
God:let vs moꝛteſie the fleſhe with the affectis 
ons and luſtes thereof, let vs kcepe our ſelues 
vnſpotted of the woꝛld: let vs be renued in the 
ſpirite of our minde, and put on the newe man, 
which after God is created in rightcouſneſſe 
and true holines: let vs be followers of God 
as deere childꝛen: let bs walke woꝛchye of the 
Lo2d,and as it becommeth ſaints, foꝛbearing 
one another thꝛough lone, endeuozing to kepe 
the vnitie of the ſpirite in the bonde of peace: 
let vs be gentle # loutng one towards another, 
let vs lone our enemies, let vs bleſſe them — 
cut 
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curſe vs, let vs doe well to them that hate bs, 
let bs pꝛape ſoʒ them that hurt and trouble vs, 
let vs giue meate to the hungrpe, dꝛinke to the 
thirſtie, relcefe to the needpe, let vs harbour 
ſtraungers , cloth the naked, viſite the ſicke, 
admoniſh him that is out of the way, inſtructe 
the ignozaunte, helpe the perplexed with our 
counſaill, comfoꝛt the afflicted, reconcile ſuche 
as be at diſcoꝛde and variance, deſpiſe wozldlp 
he nours, contemne vapne gloꝛpe, byiefipe let 
bs not ſeeke aſter welth and riches , lect vs 
endcuorr almapes to ſubdue and repꝛeſſe our 
naturall coꝛtuption and wicked affections:and 
let vs not onclp take heede lcaſt our hearts be 
at anye time overcome with ſurfettinge and 
dꝛunkennes, but let vs alſo by faſting and due 
abſtinence y2eparc our ſelues to pꝛaver: and 
among ſo many deceites and inuaſions of Sas» 
tan, the woꝛld, and the fleſh, let vs with ardent 
p2aper aſke helpe of God: Let vs not be pꝛoud 
in pꝛoſperitie, oꝛ diſcouraged in aduerſitie: 
whatſocuer we doe, let vs doe all things to the 
glozye of God: let vs not regarde onely our 
owne matters but rather, thoſe which are 0» 
ther mens. Pozeoner let vs ſa behaue our 
ſelues 
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felues that none be cffcnved by vs, but that we 
may by our gaod example bꝛing other to ver⸗ 
tue and godlines:ſinally let vs p2ap dayly and 
without intermiſſion, in all things let vs gtue 
thanks, let d \[wates aſpire to heautly things 
let vs contemne humane and earthly, 

Theſe things are hard, thau milt ſay. I! cõſeſſe 
it:pet are they agceable to a chʒiſtian pꝛoſeſſi⸗ 
on, necdeful to ſaluation. Let vs then do our 
diligence, that we may caſt of al remiſſenes of 
mind. let vs not ouermuch fauoꝛ our (clues no2 
ypeeld to out own infixmitie, 02 euer willingly 
be cauſe that the grace of God bec in vaine in 
vs. Let vs not only not fall into ſinne witting⸗ 
ly, but let vs alſo valiauntly reſiſt y aſſaults of 

Datan, neuer yceldinge vntohun th2ough co- 
wardile 02 fluggiſhnes, Nowe what is not to 
be m2>xed light, whereby thou mayſt come to 
p life which aboundeth with all good things, e 

to thoſe eternal ioyes? Mot without cauſe ſeith 

the Apoſtle Bail: count that the afflictions 
of this pzelenc time are not wozthye ol che 
glozie which ſhall be ſhewed vnto vs. Heres 
unto maketh that whiche is ſayde in another 
place: The epe hath not ſcene , the eare hath 
not 
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not heard, neither haue entred into the hearte 
ofman the thinges which God hath pzepared 
fo: them that lone him. Fo2 how great a thing 
is it (which can neither by fozce of woꝛds bee 
exp2eſſed,no2 by thougl;c of man conceiued of 
what ſozte it is) to be a citizen and inhabitour 
ofheauen,to be an hep2e of God, anhepze an⸗ 
nexed wich Chꝛiſte, to poſſeſſe che kingdome 
pꝛepared foꝛ the godly befoze the beginning of 
the wozlde, without end to beholde that ſoue⸗ 
raigne good, to enioy the moſt comfoztable cds 
templation of the countenaunce of God, to be 
conuerſant in the company of Angels, to haue 
ſocietie with the bleſſed ſpirits, to be in the af- 
ſembly of the righteous:together with the an» 
gels, the Patriarchs, the Pꝛophets, the Apo; 
ſtles, the Martyꝛs, finally wich all the godly 
entoping bleſſed immoꝛtalitie and life euer⸗ 
laſting, together J ſaye, with all theſe to cele⸗ 
b2ate with hynmes and p2apſes the eternall 
God the fountaine of all glozp? 

What? are not al the miſeryes and moleſta⸗ 
tions of this lyfe to be counted light , il thou 
looke vnto the glozy to come, fo p we oughte 
worthelye to be aſhamed of our ſluggiſhneſlg 

and 
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and remifſ-nes ! who when he remembzech 
theſe thinges, namely the kingdom ofheauen, 
the life inimoztal,cuerlaſting bleſlednes, ioies 
exceeding great and infinite, the companye of 
Angels, finally the ſocietie of all who alter 
t5eir lite led godlily vpon the earth,ſhall cniop 
a life moſte bleſſed and cternall : who J ape, 
when he remembzeth theſe thinges, is willing 
to tary on the carth, and doth not rather with 
Paule deſire to be diſſolued, and deliuered out 
of the pꝛiſon of this body: Let vs not therefoze 
count theſe things heard, alter which ſo greate 
commodities do enſue, eſpecially ſeeing on the 
other (ide, they that keepe not the commande; 
ments of God that are needefull to ſaluation, 
ſhall not onely be excluded from that felicitie 
whereof we haue ſpoken, but alſo be caſt heads 
long into hell fire and eternal death : thzowne 
into vtter darkenes , where ſhalbe weeping a 
gnaſhing of ceeth: afflicted with moſt greuoug 

paines and continual cozments, in the compa« 

nie and ſocietie of the deuils and the wicked, 
without any hope of better ſtate, chat is, being 
alwaies in extreme and vtter deſperation, chen 
which there can be no _ moze greeugus 
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v2 grrate. 

Whom would not all theſe thinges greatly 
feare from linning, namely the ho2ro2 of hell, 
the paines that never (hall haue ende oz mea- 
ſure,ecernall death, the fire that Chall never go 
aut, unſpeakeable toꝛments, the companye of 
the deuils, the ſocietie of the repꝛobate, and 
wicked, fzare,anguiſhe, tremblinge euerla⸗ 
ſkinge and infinite, and ſuche as the minde of 
man can not compꝛehende, noꝛ any woꝛds ex- 
meſſe. Whom, I ſaye, will not that dape of 
math terrifie,es both the ꝛophet and Baule 
to the Romans calleth it, a daye of aff liction 
and anguiſh,a day ot calamitie, and miſerye, a 
darke & glomie dap, a cloudy and blacke dap, 
when God will reward euery ma accoꝛding to 
his wozkes . J woulde co God the cogitation 
and remembꝛaunce of theſe thinges were als 
wapes befoze the eyes ot our minde. Truelp if 
they were, eicher Jam much deceiued, oz men 
would moze diligently obſerue the commaun ; 
dements of Almighty God, they would moze 
refrain themſelves (rom finne and eucl doing, 
they would embꝛace vertue and godlines, and 
endeuour to liue holilp and vpꝛightip. * 


at 
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What ? ought that alſo nothinge to moue vs, 
that vertue is lometimes rewarded here on the 
earth, as vice ⁊ wickednes is plagucd and pu⸗ 
niſhed? And þ I may omit to lay any thing of 
the conſcience wherof we haue ſpoken in other 
bookes,we wil entreate of thoſe things which 
thou mayſt almoſt handle w thy handes much 
moꝛe be hold with thine cyes. Foz that I may 
ſpeake of a moſte common vice, what inconue⸗ 
niences q cutls enſue of ſurſettinge & dzunken- 
nefle2hereof (as one ſaith in his hiſtoꝛye of the 
wozlde) commeth palenes of colour,hanginge 
cheekes, ſoꝛe eyes, trembling handes, trouble⸗ 
ſome ſleepe, & vnquiet reſt in the night: hereof 
commeth ſtinking bꝛeth, ache ol p hed, a weak 
memon1e, a dul wit: hereof come oftentimes 
greuous diſeaſes, as great ach of 5 ioynts, the 
gout, apoplexies, as both þ philicions affirme, 
and almoſt daylyeramples do teach. As fo les 
cherye,howe often doe we ſee it in our age pu- 
niſhed with the french pocks,as alſo immode⸗ 
tate carnall pleaſure wyth the palſeye, blered⸗ 
neſſe of the eyes, tremblinge of the linewes? 
What ſhall J (aye of pꝛodigalitye and ry- 
otte, hach it not bzoughte many co pouerty, 
G.2, any 
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and penurie?Wlhac of Adultcry,is it not ſom⸗ 
times a pꝛeſent puniſhment and is cauſe of in- 
ſamie alwayes after? Bozconer who hath not 
his 22ath often hurt: vnto when hath not pꝛid 
pzocured hatred ? hat ſhoulde J ſpeake of 
enuic? is it not a puniſhment unto it ſelfe? and 
doth gnaw and conſume it ſelte? ſo that it was 
ſapd righily ot one: The tyzannes of Sicilie 
found no greater toꝛment then emue, and ok an 
other alſo: An enuious man doch pine at the 
pꝛoſperitie of another. Mou concerning coue⸗ 
touſnes , is not be whole hearte it poſſefſeth 
diſquieted with a deſire alwayes to encreaſe 
bis ſubſtance, and aft licted with feare to loſe 
that he hath ? Fox a couetous man is not con- 
tent with that which he hath, and he feareth als 
ſo leaſt he hall not ſtill retame the ſame, Doſt 
thou not plainly by the pꝛemiſſes ſee that euen 
here vpon carth vice x wickednes oftentimes 
eſcapeth not vnpuniſhed : Nowe ik this little 
moue vs, pet choſe cternall :ozments in hell 
which the Scripture thꝛeatneth to the wickev 
oughe woꝛthely to moue all, and greatly to ſtir 
bs vp and pꝛicke vs foward without all delay 


Gans our lite, if we count not thole things 
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a fable which the holy Scripcures teach ol the 
life mmoꝛtall of the godlye, and of che paines 
eternall of che wicked, 

I will rehearſe what is wont, mightelye to 
moue me, and as it were inflame nie to live 
godlily, if perhaps the ſame map miniſter oc« 
caſton co other to amend their life, Thus doe J 
often thinke with my clfe : What, J ſap, Rts 
tus, tfac this very in tant thou ſhouldeſt ves 
part out ofchis life, what thinkef thou would 
become ofthee? Thinkeſt chou thy ſelle ſub 
fictently pꝛepared to dye? Fo2 althoughe thou 
repoleſt thy truſt, as thou oughteſt in deede,in 
the infinite clemency and goodnes of GOD, 
thinkeſt than notwithſtanding that thou halt 
no cauſe to feare his iuſticeꝰ How manp thou · 
ſand chꝛiſtians are committed to cuerlaſtinge 
pames, bowe many poung men, old men, men 
of midle age, women, folks maried, vmnaried, 
finally ho we many of euerye ſtate, age and ſex, 
whole ſinnes were both karre fewer and much 


lichter then thine ? © dzcavfull iudgement of 


God, pet righteous and tuſt, Dow many Jews 
are there in hell, how manp idolaters are toz- 


/ mented with continuall paynes :? Whoif they 


G. 3. had 
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had bin canuerted to * faith ol Chꝛiſt, as by 
Gods goodnes and grace we are, they would 
perhaps haue liued farre better on the earth 
then we at this daye dae, and alſo would hau t 
auopded thoſe eternall tozments : D execra⸗ 
ble ingratitude of ours, O ſenſeleſneſle ol 
mans heart. That, J ſap, if thou ſhouldeſt 
beare that which was ſpoken of the Pꝛophet 
bnto Ezechtas 2 Pꝛepare thy ſelfe, fox thou 
mult dye and ſhalt not eſcape : what wouldeſt 
thou doe in this caſe * Thou wouldeſt wpſhe 
Ichinke, a tyme to liue, wherein thou migh- 
teſt bewaple thy ſinnes, vnfeynedly repente, 
and al ke mercye of Gad. CUlhy then dooſte 
thou not that daplye, and thꝛoughe thy whole 
Ipfe which thou wouldeſt then do in a moment 
ok time? 

By thinking of theſe things J am wont (as 
J haue ſapde) to be much ſtirred vp and infla- 
med to line godlilp, alſo hereby am J terrified 
from ſinning, æ moued to craue mercy of god. 
Let therefoze ſuch as thinke good, ſet the ſame 
vefoꝛe their eyes. There is ſcarce any mi who 
purpoſeth not to foꝛgiue his enemies befoꝛe he 
go hence, let him then loꝛgiue him Err 
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is (carce anye who deſireth not to returne into 
Gods fauour, let him returne therefoze nawe: 
There is ſcarce anye who thinkech not to a⸗ 
mend his life,lec him amend it therefoze nom. 
Bꝛieflpe whatloeuer thou wouldeſt doe at the 
poynte of death, doe the ſame thzough Gods 
helpe and aſſiſtance, while thou liueſt and arte 
in helth:that is, that J may ſpeake particulars 
ly, repent continuallp, feare God vnfepnedlp, 
loue him wych thy whole heart and molk enti⸗ 
rely, repoſe all thy truſt and confidence in him 
alone, call vpon him in aduerſitie, giue him 
thanks in pꝛoſperitie, pꝛayſe, extall, 4 conleſſe 
him at al times, ſinge willinglye hymnes vnto 
him, remember him alwayes in thy p2apers, 
wiſhes and deſires: committe thy ſelfe to hys 
goodnes, and ſubmit thy ſelfe co hys wyll: ſet 
his example befoze thee, and imitate the ſame 
in deſcruing well of men: finally endenour to 
be like vnto him in louing thine ennemies. 

Mozeouer be patient in aduerſitie, humble in 
pꝛoſperitie, diligent in thy dutie, temperate in 
thy liuing, comelp in thine apparel, iuſt toward 
thy neighboꝛ, liberal toward þ poce, gentle & 
turteous in y company of mẽ, patient to ſuffer 
G. 4. iniur ies 
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intaries, furtherer ol peace # conco2d,chaſt, 
ſhamefaft,ſober, to conclude in all thinges vp- 
right + entite. And fozaſmuch as thou art not a 
ble to perfo2me theſe things by p only ſtrẽgth 
ofnature, flie vnto God fo helpe & aſſiſtance, 
acknowledge thine infirmttie and weaknes: 
p2ap daply vnto God humbly and hartelp, that 
be will giue rhde his holy ſpirit,which Chꝛiſte 
hath pꝛomiſed in the goſpell chat he will giue 
dnto vs it we aſ ke it of him. Tf therefozr thou 
defire that the ſame ſpirit may be ſhed on thee 
abundmitly thzough Jeſus Chziſte, then thoſe 
thinges that could not be done by the ſfrength 
and power ofnature,ſhall by his ayde # helpe 
be accompliſhed , Onelp let there be no faulte 
in thy ſelfe , neither peelde thou willinglye to 
thine euill veſires,buthaue an eſpeciall care to 
ſhake of all remiſſenes of mpnd. Foz the holye 
ghoſt doth not helpe ſuche as bee flothfull and 
fluggtſhe, and ſit idle with their handes folded 
together, dat ſuch as are doing, and put to all 
their rength and endeuour: and counteth thẽ 
wo2 thy of bis helpe,wbich labour to repzeſſe 
and fubdue their natur all coꝛruption, and haue 
a cominual{ combat and fight wich _ al. 
. | ectiong 
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fections of their minde, Let vs not doe then as 
that contriman did whiche is mentioned in & 
certen fable, who when che carte that he dꝛaue 
ſtucke faſt in the myꝛe, called to God fo} helpe 
he himſelke in the meane ſeaſon ſtanding idle 
and doing nothing. 

Pozeouer let the p2eſence of God in eueryt 
place, which thou cant by no meanes auoyde, 
greatly feare thee from ſinning, and ſtirre thee 
vp to liue holilye and vertuoullye, ſeing thou 
muſt nedes haue God a witnes & be holder of al 
thine actions. It ſo be thou wauldeſt not haue a 
man to come in vnto thee, when thou commit» 
teſt any vaſemely oz diſhoueſte thinge : howe 
muche mote oughte that reuerence and ſhame 
which ſhoulde be in chee fo2 that God bebol⸗ 
deth thee, reuoke thee from ſinne and wicked» 
nes? Thou feareſt to haue man know of thy 
finne: dareſt thou then attempt any thinge the 
L 020d God beholding thee, which ti ou durſte 
not commit in the light of man? eſpecially ſee · 
ing that whom thou haſte nowe a witnes and 
beholder of all thy doings, him thon ſhalt haue 
in time to come thy cenſo2 and indge. One of 
the heathen admoniſheth,that we mult ſo liue 
as 
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aschough we liued in the ſight of men:that we 
multlo thinke, as though men might alwaies 
ſee into the depth of our heart. And againe the 
ſame heathen man ſaich : So, ſaich he, doe all 
thinges, as though ſome man behclde thee, It 
is pꝛoſitable vndoubtedlye fo; thee to ſette a 
keeper ougr thy ſelie, and to haue one whom 
thou mayſte beholde, and whom thou mapſte 
thinke to be pꝛiuie to all thy cogications , A 
greate parte of ſinne is taken awaye, if there 
be a witnes pꝛeſent wpth him that is aboute 
to ſinne. Thele thinges ſaieth that heathen 
man, whiche let euerye one th inke ſpoken to 
himſelfe. It thou therefoꝛe purpoſe to doe any 
diſhoneſt oz vngodlye thinge , befoze thou at 
tempte the ſame thinke thus wich thy ſelle: 
What doe J Shall J enterpꝛiſe to doc that 
G DD beinge witneſſe thereof , and behol⸗ 
dinge me, whiche J durſte not doe in the light 
of a moꝛtall man: Shall J by this deede pꝛo⸗ 
cure the diſpleaſure ofthe Low GOD, when 
I woulde not willinglye loſe the fauour of a 
man that is my kriende : Shall J greeue the 
holpe Spirite of G O D, that that wicked 
ſpirite mape teiopce ouer me + Þath 1 
ere⸗ 
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therefoze redeemed me with his blood, that 
I ſhoulde voluntarilye peelde mp ſelle to the 
ſeruitude of Satan?hath he therefoze deltue- 
red mee from ſinne that J ſhoulde wittinglye 
and willingly fall into the ſame againe ? Hath 
hee therefoze made me an heyze of. the kings 
dome of heauen, that J ſhoulde ch}oughe 
myne owne defaulte depziue mp ſclfe of ſuche 
an inheritance? Where is nowe that ardent 
loue towardes G OD? Where is reuerend 
feare and honeſt ſhamefaſtneſſe : Where is 


pietye and fapth ! Doe J thus thanke Gods 


fa2 his innumerable benefptes : Doe J thus 
thanke Chꝛiſte foꝛ mp ſaluation purchaſed : 

Doe J thus geue mp lelfe to bee guided 
of the holye Gholte : Doe J come wyth 
theſe veedes to the table of the Lozde , Do 
I thus looke fo: the comminge of Chziſte⸗ 

Shall death fpnde me in thys wiſe occupied? 
Shall J thus come to the iudgemente ſtate 
of God? Doe J ſo muche fauonr mp lelſe 
that euell deſp2es pꝛeuaple againſte me, the 
infirmitie of the fleche ouercommeth mee, 
and ſynne reigneth in my bodye / Am J ſo 
bopde of all vigour and vallour „ that lpke 
an 
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as though we liued in the ſight of men:that we 
muſt ſo thinke, as though men might aiwaies 
ſee into the depth of our heart. And againe the 
ſame heathen man ſaith : So, laith he, doe all 
thinges, as though ſome man behelde thee. It 
is p2ofitable vndoubtedlye fo2 thee to (i 
keeper ouer thy ſelie, and to haue 
thou mayſte beholde, and whon; 
thinke to be pꝛiuie to all thy c 
greate parte of ſinne is taken 
be a witnes pꝛeſent wych h 
to inne. Thele thinges ſe 
man, whiche let euerye on 
bimſelfe.Jf thou cherefoze pu 
diſhoneſt oz vngodlye thinge 
tempte the ſame thinke thus 
That doe J: Shall Jenterpꝛi 
G DD beinge witneſſe thereof, a 
dinge me,whiche J durſte not doe in the lige 
of a moꝛtall man: Shall J by this deede pꝛo⸗ 
cure the diſpleaſure of the Low GOD, when 
I woulde not willinglye loſe che fauour of a 
man that is mpfriende : Shall I greeue the 
bolpe Spirite of G O D, that that wicked 
(pirice mape teiopce ouer me + Path _—_— 
eres 
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therefo2e redeemed me with his blood, that 
IJ ſhoulde voluntarilye peelde mp ſelle tu che 
ſeruitude of Satan?hath he therefoze deltue- 
red mee from ſinne that J ſhoulde wittinglye 
and willingly fall into the ſame againe ? Þath 
hee therefoze made me an hep2e ol the kings 
Ne of heauen, that J (houlde c<zoughe 
* owne defaulte depziue mp (cle of ſuche 
eritance? here is nowe that ardent 
ardes GOD ? Where is reuerend 
honeſt ſhamefaſtneſſe : Wlhere is 
id fapth * Doe J thus thanke Go 
nnumerable benefptes $ Doe I thus 
hiiſte fo2 mp ſaluation purchaſed + 
I thus geue mp ſelfe to bet guided 
he holpe Gholke + Doe J come wpth 
ele veedes to the table of the Lozde , Do 
I thus looke fo: the comminge of Chziſte? 
Shall death fpnde me in thys wiſe occupied? 
Shall J thus come to the iudgemente ſtate 
of God? Doe J ſo muche fauonr mp leife 
that euell deſp2es pꝛeuaple againſte me, the 
infirmitie of the fleche oucrcommeth mee, 
- | , and ſynne reigneth in my bodye / Am A ſo 
boyde of all vigonc and vallour „ that lpke 
an 
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an effeminate perſon J reſiſte not theſe mott- 
ons of the mind? Doe J lo fre that that is bet- 
ter and follow chat which is woꝛſe ? of theſe a 
other like thinges (foz who can rehearſe all) 
if thou dayly thinke with thy ſelfe, thou ſhalte 
not eaſily commit any thing which is vnſeme⸗ 
Iy 02 diſhoneſt. To conclude then, what ſoeuer 
thou art about to doe, be verilp perſwaded that 
God is pꝛeſent (as he is in deede )and doth be · 
hold all thinges that thou doeſt, him ſee thou 
feare,let the reuerence which thou oughteſt ta 
Cine vnto him who is in euerye place, keepe 
thee from doing any euill. Foz as one ſayeth, 


He vvitnes is and arbiter, 
he all thinkes doth behold and (ee, 
VVhich in mans minde conceived are: 


beforc him all ſhall iudged be. 


This alſo may moue ther much to liue well, 
if chou continually conſiver chat in thy ſpiricu- 
al regeneration thou waſt made the ſonne and 
hey2e of God, and which is che greateſt digni⸗ 
tye, the bꝛocher of Chziſt,and an heire annexed 
wich him, Foz who is not greatly inſtamed vn- 


fo godlines;whodooth not with a certaine re⸗ 
| uerend 
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uerend feate and ſhamefaſtnes deteſt finne and 
wicked nes, when he calleth to minde that hee 
hath God to his father? Doe not tcherefoꝛe, da 
not I (ape, ever tozget this benefice : he that 
hath adopted thee to be his ſonne, ſe thou lone, 
reuerence and honour, and nat offende in anye 
thinge whatſoener: Submit thy ſelfe to hys 
wyll, follow his commaundements,obepe hys 
pꝛecepts: Thinke that not onely the participa· 
tion of his inheritance, but alſo the imitation 
of his goodncs and vertue doth pertaine vato 
thee:ſo that albeit thou cant not by imitating 
attain to the excellencie of the goodnes which 
is in thts thy heauenly father, yet muſt thou in 
will come as necre as map be, and count it a 
molt vnſemely thing to degenerate therfrom. 
Tf thou doe any thing vnawares that may diſ⸗ 
pleaſe this thy father (as the frailey & weake- 
nes of mankind is greate) let the ſame ſtrike 
ſich greefe into thy mind, that thou wile thinke 
thy ſelfe woztby of any puniſhment, who haſte 
offended ſo gracious a father: and be no! quiet 
in mpnd,befoze thou ha by true and hearcye 
repentance pacifieo him. So farre is it of that 
thou ſhouldeſt euer wittingly inne, 02 commit 
any 
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aup offence againſt thy conſcience, And ſure» 
ty he that remembꝛeth that he is the ſonne and 
heyꝛe of God, che bother of Chziſt, and hepꝛe 
annexed w him, is terriſied ſrõ ſinne wicked; 
nes. not ſo much with dꝛede of v laſt iudgemt̃t. 
of eternall toꝛments, ot the fire that ſhall neuer 
goe out, as with feare of offending his heauen- 
iy father : and endeuourech to liue god lilye, to 
hurte no man, to deſerue well of all alter the 
example ot his father, being moued thereunto 
not ſo much wich hope of an heauenly reward 
and euerlaſting iope, as with a certeine excee⸗ 
ding and vnſpeakable loue towarde God hys 
father. De chat belceuech Paule, that his body 
is the temple of the holy ghoſt that dwelleth in 
ds, doth eaſtly abſtcine from ſinne, and deftleth 
not himſelfe with vnlawfull luſte. Finally he 
that doubteth not that he is admitted into the 

mumber of the Saints, omittech not to fol⸗ 
{owe alſo the vertues of the Saints, 
as pietie toward God, and loue 
towardes our neigh 
bour. 
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Of the cauſe why purpoling many times to liue 
godlily, we petſiſt not in our good pur- 
pole , and vyhatmeanes may be 
tounde toremedye 
the ſame. 


Ut what is the cauſe (wil ſome man (ape) 

that whereas we ſometime thinke and pur⸗ 
poſe to line vertuouſlye, godlilpe, chaſtly, and 
ſoberlye, yet wee doe not conſtantlye continue 
in the fapthfull fulfillinge of that whyche wee 
haue ſo well determined? That J maye aun- 
ſweare in fewe woꝛdes, the chiefe and pꝛinci⸗ 
pall cauſe hercof is the naturall nanghtineſſe 
amd coꝛruption which is in vs, and that pꝛone⸗ 
neſſe to ſinne whyche ſticketh as it were in 
our berpe bowells and marowe : that ts, 
the verye fleſhe which we beare about, where⸗ 
with the inwarde man hath a ſoze and grie⸗ 
uous fighte , and almoſt a continuall combat, 
as Paule dooch witneſle. This therefoze wee 
muſt alwayes reſiſte when it pꝛauoketh vs to 
bnlawfulllufte and filthye pleaſures, to glut- 
tonie and ſurfectinge , to laſcittiouſneſſe and 
lecherp 
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lecherye, finally to anye other filthye facteso2 
diſhoneſt behauiour, and with godly ſtudies, 
exerciſes , abſtinence and faſtings bꝛidle and 
hing vnder the fozce thereof, and with conti⸗ 
nuall fob2ietic and temperance of life repꝛeſſe 
and lubdue the ſame . Fo2 thys cauſe our 
Saviour commaundeth that our harts be not 
epp2cſſed with ſurfetting and dzunkennes : T 
Paul fozbiddech vs to be dzunken with wine, 
pꝛohibiteth gluttonie and exceſliue dzinking, 
and willech vs to be vigilant and ſober. Heres 
unto muſt be added dayly pꝛaper and callinge 
fo2 Gods helpe and aſſiſtance,wichout whiche 
all the endeuour that we beſtow? in b2idlinge 
the fleſhe and rep2eſſing the fozce thereof, is 
fruſtrate and in vaine. 

But the motions of the fleſh being after a ſozt 
ſubdued, ther is mozeouer the wozld & the deuil 
our deadly enemies, wherwith we haue a cõti⸗ 
nual fightifox nether mil theſe ſuffer vs to pꝛe⸗ 
ſiſt in our purpoſe & determinatid to liue god- 
lily wel. Foz þ wozldpzouobeth to ambition, 
p2pd,riot,to wathhatrev,enuie,impatiencie, 
fclaunderinge : and miniſtreth occaſtovs to os 


ther ſinnes which no man can rehearle, moze- 
ouer 
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duer it marrech men wich euill examples, 
and coruptech them with ſundzye offences. 
The deuill ceaſech not to induce and moue mA 
to 5 neglect of Gods wozd, to incredulitie and 
diffidence, to a falſe perſwaſion of himſelfe, o 
an obſtinate perſiſting in euill, co blaſpheme 
the Lozd God, co impugne the knowne truth, 
to hypocriſie, ſuperſtetion, idolatrie, and other 
infinite and innumerable ſinnes, and offences, 

hat is then to be don, thou wilt ſay in this 
cale ? Surely we muſt valiantly reſiſt our ene⸗ 
mies, we muſt caſt of all remiſſines ofminde 
and kaintnes of courage, and wich ardent and 
earneſte p2ayer craue Gods apde and helpe, 
and truſtinge thereunto not deſpeire of the bic⸗ 
toꝛye. But let vs here what Panile ſaitch con⸗ 
cerning this matter wziting to che Epheſians: 

Finally, mp Bꝛethꝛen (laigh he) be ſtrong in 
the Lozde and in the power ol his might. Put 

on the whole armour ol God, that ye map be a- 

ble to ſtand againſte the aſſaults ofthe deuill 

Fo? we wꝛeſtie not agatnſte fleſhe andblouy, 
but againſt pꝛincipalities, againſte powers, a- 
darkenelle e ad 

\ Þ wickedneſles, 
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wickedneſſes, which are in the hie places, A 
little after rehearſinge by name the armour of 
Chziſtians, he willeth them to ſtand wich their 
loines girt about with veritie, hauing on the 
breft plate of righteouſnes, taking the ſhielde 
of faith, whereby they may quench all the fierp 
darts ofthe wicked:he willeth them mozeouer 
to take the helmet of ſaluation # the ſwoꝛde of 
the ſpirite,which is the woꝛd of God, and ex⸗ 
hoꝛteth them to pꝛay alwayes. Thus haſt thou 
the armour wherewich thou muſt fight againſt 
our aduerſary the deuill, who neuer omittech 
dap, no not an houre, nap ſcarce one moment 
but he alwais aſſaileth vs, & like a rozing lyon 
goeth about, ſeeking whom he map deuoure, 
as che Apoſtle Peter ſaith. 

Let vs therefoze being fenced and furni⸗ 
ſhed with this armour whiche Paule pꝛeſcri⸗ 
beth, valiantly reſiſt him, and he will flye from 
vs, as ſayth the Apoſtle James. Let vs daylye 
deſpꝛe Gods apde and helpe: Let vs p2aye 
vnto God that he will not leade vs into tenta» 
tion: Let vs beſeeche him that fox Chiiſtes 
ſake he will deliuer vs from that wicked fende, 
which is the continuall enemie of mankinde, 
Vowbeit 
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Howbeit let vs take ſpeciall hede, that we fall 
not wittingly into linne, whether p deuil wold 
dz iue vs, and into voluntarpe deſtruction, ney⸗ 
ther that we peeld to our own imbecillitp, but 
with a ſtout courage reſiſt Satan, and deſire of 
the eternalk God, the father ol our Loꝛde Jes 
ſus Chzift,that he wil helpe our inſirmitie and 
weakenes. And becauſe the denil doth not al- 
wayes ſet vpon vs with open fo2ce, but aſſap« 
lech vs alſo pꝛiuily and by ſecrete meanes, and 
(as one laith ) flattereth that he may deteiue, 
ſmileth that he may hurt, allureth that he may 
flap and kill: let vs doe our endeuour, that we 
map wiſely and warely auopde the ſnares that 
he layeth fo2 vs, and that wee may giue hym 
no occaſion to aſſaile and oppꝛeſſe vs of a ſud⸗ 
den and vnawares. 

Pede may be moze eaſily taken, ſaich Cypꝛi⸗ 
an, where feare is manifeſt , Let bs cherefoze 
ſhake of ſluggiſhnes and overnuch ſecuritie in 
our life, and feare that vnder euery ſtone ag 5 
ſaying is, there is a ſcoꝛpion, and let vs not be 
quiet & ſecure as though al things were ſaie & 
ſure. None is ſoncr ouertaken (as a certen hea 
then man ſaith) then he * feareth nothing? 

a +2, 
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and ſeturitie is very often the beginning of ca⸗ 
lamttie. Doe not then, if thou haſte once ouer⸗ 
rome thine enemie, looke by and bp foꝛ peace, 
as though thou were alteadye pate all perill. 
Thor muſt alwapes ſtande in the battell. and 
as it were pꝛepared and ready to tight, ſo that 
Cypꝛſan ſaid well, that in the woꝛlde there is 
nothin ge but continuall conflictes wyth the 
deuill. and dayly fighting againſte his aſſaults 
and inuaſions. Ie encounter ſaith he, with 
couetouſnes, with vncleannes, with wath, 
with ambition: we haue a daply and gricucus 
fighte with carnall vices and wozlalpe allure⸗ 
ments : the mpnde of man being as it were 
beſieged and on euery ſide compaſſed with the 
imaſions of the deuill, doch ſcarce withſtande 
euerye one, doth ſcarce reſiſt them. If coue⸗ 
touſnes be conquered, luſte riſeth vp : if luſt be 
repzeſſed , ambition ſucceedeth * if ambition 
be contemned , math doth exaſperat , pꝛyde 
puffech vp, dzunkennes innuiterh,enuie bꝛea⸗ 
keth concoꝛde, 3eale diſſoluech krie ndſhtp. xc. 
Nowe as wee oughte not to be pꝛoude 02 pꝛe⸗ 
ſumptuous being once victoꝛs, ſo neither ought 


we ſtraighte to be diſcouraged 02 caſte awaye 


our 
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our weapons when we are nuertome. Thar 
mult we do th? ? To take away the fozmer ig 
nomie, let vs moze fiercely aſſaile the enemie 
put away the ſhame befoze receiued by new? 
vallour and valiautnes: no otherwiſe then that 
champion mentioned in a certain Poet,when 
he had falleu heautly to the earth, being no⸗ 
thing terrified with the fall, 


He commeth fiercer to the fight, 
ire doth his courage moue again: 

Shame ſtirres his ſtrength and vallour which 
he in himſelfe knew to remaine. 


Owbeit wemuſ encounter with the ene» 

mie, truſting not ſomuch to our own pow» 
er pꝛoweſſe, as to Gods helpe q aſſiſtaunce. 
Thus halt thou þ cauſe whp foz the molt parte 
we perſiſt not in our purpoſed determinactd to 
live vertuouſly & actoꝛding to Gods wil. Fox 
the cauſe as J haue ſayde, is our naturall cope 
tuption and pꝛoneneſſe to ſinne: alſo the woꝛld 
offering daily inumer able occaſions # meanes 
to all kind of wickednes : finally the deuUl, als 
wayes thinking of our deſfruceion, and omit« 
ting not ſcarce one moment of time, * 
wit 
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with open fozce,op by pʒiuie and ſecret means 
to aſſaile vs. 

God the father of our Loꝛde and ſauiour 
Jeſus Chziſt,vouchſafe with his ayde and af- 
ſiſtance to helpe bs, and wich his holye ſptrite 
to cotifirme and ſtrengthen vs, hauing ſuche a 
ſoze and continuall conflict with ſo manye ene⸗ 
mies, whom we are very weake to reſiſte, chat 
by his helye we may repꝛeſſe the motions ol 
the fleſh, and not be car ied awaye with the al⸗ 
lurements thereot, that we may ſubdue our vi · 
cidus nature, and be able valiantlp to reſiſt the 
wozld alwaies miniſtring occaſions & means 
to infinite ſinnes, and the deuil on euerye ſide 
allailinge vs, and attemptinge all meanes to 
deſlropevs : and that not onely a ſeruile feare, 
which the law bzingech, namely of Gods ven» 
geaunce and eternall puniſhment,map reuoke 
vs from ſinne, and wickednes, being terriſied 
with Gods wach and iudgement, and ſtriken 
with dꝛead and hoz ra; of hel: but much rather 
pea ſpeciall a free feare with a certen honeſte 
ſhamelaſtnes and vertuous reuerence toward 
G O O mape moue vs not eaſilpe to commit 
anp chinge , whiche may diſpleaſe our moſte 
gracioug 
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gracious and fauourable father: — 

make vs of our owne accozde to auoyde hict 

and embzace vertue, and by loue and charitie 

keepe bs in doing our dutp, ſo chat if we com · 

mit anpe offence vnawares, as the imbecilitie 

ol man is great, che ſame map bꝛing ſo greate 

griefe and diſquietneſſe of mynde vnto vs, chat 
we ſhall take no toye ok our lpfe, fo2 that wee 
haue offended ſo louinge and mercifull a ſa⸗ 
ther, vntill wee haue by heartye repentance 
pacilied him againe. Finallye the eternall 

God fo2 his ſonne our Lowe and Sautour 
Jeſus Chziftes lake graunte , that in ſuche 
ſhoꝛtneſſe of thys lpfe , in ſuche vncertaineye 
of the houre of death , we may not pzolonge 
and dꝛyue of from dape to dape the amende⸗ 
ment of our manners: but that acknowledg · 
ing our ſinnes, wer may withoute all delaye 
endeuour to returne vnto goodneſlſe , truelpe 
and heartelpe repente , and by vnfepned re⸗ 
pentance of our ſinnes , pacifpe our heauen- 
ye Father: Mozeouer wyth che Publican 
mencioned in the Goſpell „ humblye and 
wyth knockinge our bzeaſte imploze Gods 
fauour and mercpe: Fpnallye chat wee 
may 
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may be willing & carefull to doe thoſe thinges 
onelye which are acceptable to God, that wee 
may refo2me vice with vertu and that thzough 
Gods aſliſkance wee may by all meanes ende⸗ 
vour to leade the reſt of our lyfe hereafter god» 
lily, holily, innocently, chaſtly, ſoberly, tempe⸗ 
ratly,p2oficably to the church of God, friendly 
to the life ol men,agrecable to a ch2iſtian pꝛo⸗ 
keſſion, and alſo perſcucr in this our good pur⸗ 
poſe and determination. 


The Concluſion. 


1 Pus much J thoughte good to wꝛite cons 

cerning the folly of men in pꝛolonging the 
amendment of their life . The verpe matter it 
ſelfe whiche J tooke in hande to entreate of, 
hath enfoꝛced me to ſpeake of ſuch thinges as 
to the vertuous and them that loue God, are 
very pleaſant and delectable, but to ſuche as 
will ſeeme Chziſtians „ when they are no« 
thingleſſe,verp vnpleaſant and grieuous. Ne 
haue ſpoken many things, yea and haue ſo ear⸗ 
ne itly te peated the ſame , that we may ſeeme 
almoſt tedious to the reader, — the 

ſhozt⸗ 
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choꝛtnes and vncertainty of thys lyfe, conceps 
ning death which by reaſon of the vncertaine 
chaunces that be incident vnto vs, is dayly im⸗ 
minent, and doch oftentimes come vypon men 
ſuddenly and vnawares,which the godlve vog 
hartely deſire,and williagly (ſuffer when it ſo 
pleaſeth God, but the wicked doe wonderfully 
dꝛe ad and feare. QAe haue ſpoken ofthe ge⸗ 
nerall reſurrection, ol the comming of b Lozdz 
of the laſt iudgement, when all ſhall be calley 
to the examination of the life which they haue 
led, the daye whercof being dzeadfull to the 
wicked, the godly thinke ſhalbe to them toyfull 
and happy. Fo2 then appꝛochech their redfps« 
tion, then commeth the time of comfozte any 
refreſhing,as the Apoſtle in the Acts lapech, 
and as Tertultan ſapeth , then is the daye * 
Chziſtian reioycing. 

e haue ſpoken mozeouer, what rewardes 
are appointed after death fa che godly, and 
what puniſhments ſoz the wicked . Fo2 the 
godly ſhall aſcende vnto God, and in heauen 
enioye a life moſt bleſſed and everlaſting. Foy 
what great ſelicitie is it, alwayes to beholde 
God , to be erhilarated with a perpetuall and 
molt 
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molt pleaſant contemplation ol his coũtenante 
to ſee him as he is, uhom we now ſee thzough 
a glaſſe darkely, as the Apoſtle Paule ſaieth: 
finallp to abound with all good thinges, to be 
partakers of ſa great delights and ioyes as no 
man is able (ufficiently either in cogitation to 
tompꝛehend, oꝛ in woꝛds to expꝛeſſe? Contras 
tiwiſe the wicked ſhalbe thzown hedlong into 
hell, chere to be toꝛmented with moſt grieuous 
E euerlaſting paines. Foz there is no eloqufce 
ok any man ſo great, which is able in woꝛds to 
vtter, nether þ wit of anpe ſo ſharp, þ it is able 
in cogitation to conceiue 5; leſt parte of choſe 
toꝛments which p wicked ſhal ſaffer in hel, be 
ing condemned by iuſt iudgement of God to 
eternall fixe. Finally, we haue ſpoken of ſundꝛ y 
other things, which. as J haue laid, ſhalbe very 
pleaſant toy godlp, but to the wicked very vn⸗ 
pleaſant c grieuous: as of the ſenſe of Gods 
wach againſt ſinne, of ſhaking of (ecuritie in 
the time of pꝛolpe ritie,of repenting vnle yned⸗ 
lv, of the amendment of our manners, of che 
refozining of our life, of a dayly fight with our 
aduerſaries, the wozld,the fleſh, and the deuill, 
and of other ſuch like thin ges, which it is not 
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Vnto Godlines. 12 3 
here needefull to repeate. Theſe things are in 
deede hard g vnpleaſant,but,as J hope whole- 
ſome & p2ofitable, Foz phiſitions, as one wel 
witneſleth,do cure grieuous dilcaſes tb ſharpe 
remedies, and as Cicero ſaith vnto Octauius, 
No remedies which are laid vnto wounds do 
ſo pꝛocure griefe, as they that are wholeſome. 
The eternal God, the father of our Loꝛd and 
redeemer Jeſus Chꝛiſt, graunt that in this ſo 
corupt and wetched age , «his our treatiſe 
(howbeit if anye will carneflpe peruſe the 
ſame ) may ſomewhat conteine 5; godly in their 
dutie, and confirme them in the beſt part: and 
may giue ſome occaſion to the wicked, I mean 
ſuch as be not paſt hope,toreturne vnto goods 
nes: finally chat this ſharpe medicine whiche 
is giuen þ health maye be recouered thereby, 
may haue fozce and power to helpe and heale 
them that be as it were ſicke and almoſt deſpe⸗ 
rate. Ahich he, without whoſe helpe al the en» 
deuour of men is fruſtrate & in vaine, euen 
the Loꝛd God almighty graunt: To 
whom be p2aile,honoz,and 
glozp fo} eucr, 


Finis, 
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